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When God is the blazing sun at the center of your solar system, all the planets of your life come into proper orbit


THE BLAZING CENTER

SEPT 20

A PERSONAL STORY

End the video at 15 minutes

PIPER’S EXPERIENCE AS A YOUTH WITH ACNE

1. How does God use all of the circumstances of our lives to mold us?

2. What experiences have you had which helped you grow in Christ?

3. What did Piper’s experience with his appearance produce in him?

4. Does God have a personal plan for each life which is unique or does He just use whatever happens?

What does it mean, “God is serious about His Glory”?

THE BLAZING CENTER

SEPT 27

A PERSONAL STORY

Start at 15 minutes and go to the end of session one

READ PSALM 19:1

1. Why do we tend to make everything about life centered on us?

2. How is this portrayed often in our prayer requests?

READ ROMANS 3:23

1. How is sin defined in relation to God’s glory in this verse?

2. What does it mean to “fall short of the glory of God”?

READ ROMANS 3:25

1. How is the cross and God’s glory connected?

2. Every sin, no matter the size or the significance we place on it, falls short of the glory of God and His justice demands punishment. 


a. Is this the way we truly look at sin?


b. How does this increase our guilt before God?


c. How is it against the teaching of Romans 3:23 to think that we can 


live a sinless life even after salvation?

3. How does the cross vindicate God’s glory?

READ COLOSSIANS 2:13-15

4. How does the cross radically increase the worth and value of the life of Christ

SESSION TWO

IS GOD VAIN?

OCTOBER 4

BEFORE THE VIDEO





Why will Christ return?

Read II Thessalonians 1:9-10

RUN VIDEO TO 16:40

1. How is it loving of God to pursue His own glory?

2. In contrast, how is it evil of man to pursue his own glory?

3.  Read I Corinthians 10:31.  In what ways can we live to make God look like He truly is?

4. Read John 11: 4-7. “Jesus regarded it more loving to show the glory of God than to keep Lazarus from dying”.


a. Can it be more loving of God to allow us to die of an illness than to heal us? How?


b. Explain how the glory of God in every circumstance is our highest good.

5. Fill in the blank: What will most satisfy my soul is _______

GOD’S BEST GIFT TO US IS HIMSELF!

OCT 11

IS GOD VAIN?

Begin video at 15:40  “What will satisfy your soul”

1. God is the only being in the universe whose best gift is Himself. How is this true?

2. Read John 17:1-5. This is the last prayer of Jesus for His people.


Why would Jesus’ first request on behalf of His people be that He 


be glorified? 


What is the definition of glorifying God? 


In essence, Jesus asks the Father to bless us by giving us the ability


to give Jesus His full value and worth!

3. The only thing which can fully satisfy me is Jesus. What do we often substitute for Jesus in seeking satisfaction?

4. Read John 17: 20-24. What does Jesus pray in these verses will happen to us when we get to heaven? Does this make Jesus vain?

5. How do you know if you are loved?

6. How does modern day psychology try to teach us that to be loved is for someone else to make much of us?

7. “Love is doing whatever you have to do to give another person what will satisfy them forever”. 


a. How does this relate to “God is most glorified in us when we are


most satisfied in Him”


b. How does this relate to how you feel loved by another?


c. How does this relate to parenting?

My passion to be happy and God’s passion to be glorified are not at odds!

OCT 18

PURSUE YOUR JOY

1. What is Hedonism?----before the video


a major characteristic of our society--the pursuit of pleasure


the only limitation often placed on this is to no hurt anyone else

2. What is Christian Hedonism?


Christian Hedonism then is to pursue pleasure in God Himself

3. Do you think you have been taught in church that in order to please God,  you must be willing to be unhappy yourself?

In what ways?

REMEMBER COLOSSIANS? JESUS CHRIST IS THE SUPREME IN ALL THE UNIVERSE? IF THIS IS TRUE ISN’T HE THE SUPREME SOURCE OF JOY?

4. Do you agree that we can even turn the cross into an exaltation of ourselves? 


Is this statement exalting of man? Even if you were the only sinner in the whole world, Jesus would have died for you.

5. Is it possible to make the events of life which thrill us become agents to cause us to glorify Jesus?

6. True or False---If I am truly God-centered, all events of life become places to see, appreciate, and glorify God, even the trials and suffering.


emphasize the God-centered issue


if I cannot see and glorify God even in suffering, am I truly focused


on God?

In Preparation for next week read:

Philippians 1:20-21

Hebrews 1:1-4

Colossians 1:15-20

OCT 25

PURSUE YOUR JOY

(This will be a difficult day)

1. READ PHILIPPIANS 1:20-21 


God receives glory by my satisfaction/joy in Him

 
Are you getting a sense of what we are describing? Describe it:

2. One of the ways I am certain that the average believer does not feel satisfied with Christ is I have watched them die. The majority of the professing Christians I have seen die (although there are certainly exceptions to this), die with anxiety, worry, and regret. I hear them talk, not of Christ and heaven, but of this world and the things they are leaving behind. Is this a fair assessment of a person’s values?

3. Do you think this is difficult teaching?  How do you think Paul was able to say “to live is Christ and to die is gain”?

4. Name some of the goals you have for your life and family:

   i.e. raise your children to independence, pay off your bills


What if you were never able to achieve any of them? Could you still


feel content and satisfied?

5. How is this Christian Hedonism?



I want to ask you and myself a question as we end today---How 


much pleasure does God bring us?

Read Psalm 26:2-8

Read Psalm 57:5-11

NOV 8

GOD COMMANDS IT

Disc 2 Session 4

BEFORE THE VIDEO

Today we will begin looking at 8 Biblical arguments for pursuing your joy in God.

Read Psalm 32:11, 40:16, Philippians 3:1, 4:4

1. God commands us to be happy       Psalm 100:1-2


How is delighting ourselves in the Lord and pursuing our happiness


different than a health and wealth teaching?


When you think of being happy, do you first think of your Christian


walk?

2. God threatens a bad consequence if we refuse to serve Him with joy






Deut 28:47-48


Do you think of God as commanding His people to serve Him with


joy and happiness or do you see obedience to God as a duty?


Why would God bring punishment for failing to serve Him with joy?

2. That, if they would not serve God with cheerfulness, they should be compelled to serve their enemies (v. 47, 48), that they might know the difference (2 Chr. 12:8), which, some think, is the meaning of Eze. 20:24, 25, Because they despised my statutes, I gave them statutes that were not good. Observe here, (1.) It is justly expected from those to whom God gives an abundance of the good things of this life that they should serve him. What does he maintain us for out that we may do his work, and be some way serviceable to his honour? (2.) The more God gives us the more cheerfully we should serve him; our abundance should be oil to the wheels of our obedience. God is a Master that will be served with gladness, and delights to hear us sing at our work. (3.) If, when we receive the gifts of God’s bounty, we either do not serve him at all or serve him with reluctance, it is a righteous thing with him to make us know the hardships of want and servitude.   MATTHEW HENRY

3. Faith is going to God for satisfaction!

Hebrews 11:6


True or False You cannot please God unless you go to Him for


satisfaction.


How is the an aspect of salvation?


How is service to God as a favor to God dishonoring to Him?


The very fact that God has no lack or need, qualifies Him and Him


alone to fully satisfy us!

4. The nature of evil teaches us to pursue satisfaction in God.










Jeremiah 2:12-13


How is the essence of disbelief rejection of God and pursuing


satisfaction in the world?


“Evil is turning away from God and embracing frustration”. Do we


truly believe the world only ends in frustration?


Explain why it is evil to seek satisfaction in any source other than


God?  Can you give a Bible verse to support?


Catechism question 1: Who is the first and best of beings?



answer---God is the first and best of beings.



Isaiah 44:6-8



Psalm 96:2-6


Catechism question 2: What is the chief end of man?



answer---the chief end of man is to glorify God.



I Corinthians 10:31


Can God truly fulfill man?



Psalm 16:11



Psalm 145:14-16



Ecclesiastes 12:13 

end 12 minutes

NOV 15TH

THE BLAZING CENTER

GOD COMMANDS IT!

DISC 2  SESSION 4

Begin disc at 12 minutes

Here is where we are:

We have looked at the fact that God is the possessor of all that will satisfy our souls. We are to seek our happiness in Him. This could be called “Christian Hedonism”, pursue all the pleasure you desire IN CHRIST.

Last week, we began to look and see if this idea is Biblical. Does the Bible teach such a concept. We looked at four places in the scriptures where God commands us to be joyful in Him:


1. God commands us to be joyful followers of Him.


2. God threatens punishment if we will not do so.


3. The essence of belief and faith is going to God for satisfaction.


4. It is the essence of evil to seek satisfaction outside of God.

We will not look at four more areas of scripture which teach us to seek our happiness in Christ.

1. Conversion itself teaches satisfaction is in God---Mark 13:44


a. How is being converted to Christ like finding a great treasure?


b. Does this seem like a radical statement? You are not a Christian


if you value anything more than Jesus! So, what does he mean?


c. How do your emotions and joy fit into being converted?

2. The nature of self denial teaches satisfaction in God---


Mark 8:34 and John 12:24-25


a. Self denial is the most satisfying path for life? 



1. How is this related to faith in Jesus?



2. How is this related to living in the world?


b. If you deny yourself the gutter, is it really self denial? Perhaps it is



just flesh denial.


c. Ultimately, in the end, does God ask self denial?

3. Truly loving others means to pursue satisfaction in God---


Acts 20:35


a. Does it seem to turn it upside down to say that if I pursue my


own satisfaction all the time, I will be more loving?


b. How does being satisfied in Christ enable giving freely to others?

4. This is where we will go next---Pursuing satisfaction in Christ


is not done by a sense of duty, but is driven by joy.


a. How does his anniversary illustration show the difference 


between duty and delight?


b. How is this applicable to our relationship to God?

If Jesus is truly my treasure, it enables me to enjoy life and love others!

TRUE LOVE: DUTY OR DELIGHT

NOV 22

Begin at start of Session 5, Disc 2

CAN GOD’S GLORY AND OUR JOY BE ONE?

We will now turn a corner and begin to look at how living for our satisfaction in Christ will result in God’s glory by our becoming people who are more loving as we live in service to the world.

1. Explain how pursuing my joy in Christ makes me a more loving and serving person to others.

2. II Corinthians 8:1-4, 8


a. We most often think of God’s grace in the context of 


salvation. Paul says God’s grace is demonstrated among the Macedonians by their giving of gifts to the poor. How is


 this evidence of God’s grace? Doesn’t God’s giving of grace always bring glory to Him?


b. There is a direct connection between your joy and 


satisfaction and your comprehension of God’s grace?


Explain how this is true.

3. The Macedonians were impoverished, yet were joyfully giving to the needs of others. 


a. How can my joy be so rooted in Christ that when affliction


or poverty comes, my joy can increase?


b. Do you think the Macedonians focus was on self? Paul 


calls their attitude “love”.



1. Was their love for others out of a moral, ethical code



they followed?



** if our good deeds for others are based on an ethical



code of conduct we devise, it is based in self and is



rejected by God!



2. What was the basis of their love for others?

3. Do you see the relationship between love for God,



self satisfaction, and glory to God?

Love is the grace enabled impulse to expand your joy in God by extending it to others!
end 17:18

TRUE LOVE: DUTY OR DELIGHT

NOV 29

start 17:19

HAVING JOY IN GOD MEANS IT CAN OVERFLOW TO SERVICE TO OTHERS. THE OPPOSITE IS ALSO TRUE.


What are the two conditions under we do not have joy in Christ?



not saved



not connected in joy and thanksgiving toward God



What are some reason which would cause us to not operate



in joy and thanksgiving toward God?




the presence of sin




loss of the gospel message




circumstances of life

Love is the overflow of joy in God that meets the needs of others!


Have you ever “gutted it out” in living for God?


Read I Corinthians 13:3.  Does this verse help us understand


how God might reject the merit of a giving person?

How is “just do it” atheistic?


no outside empowerment


not of the Spirit

The Bible commands emotion?


If the Bible commands gratitude, hope, joy, contentment, compassion


what is our role if we cannot just will ourselves to feel properly 


toward others?


Read Romans 7:5-6, 8:4, Galatians 3:3


Could it be that by pursuing our joy and satisfaction in Christ alone,


He enables the proper emotions and actions toward others within


us through His Spirit?

What would church service be like if we served out of love, joy, and gratitude instead of duty?

end 24:59

DEC 6

TRUE LOVE: DUTY OR DELIGHT

SESSION 6  PART 1

READ II Corinthians 9:7

1. In what context have you heard the phrase, “God loves a cheerful giver”, most often used?


a. Why do you think this phrase is quoted in the context of tithing?


b. In what other contexts might this verse apply?

2. The battleground is not behavior. The battleground is what makes you glad. Explain what this means to you.

3. Would churches have to be so concerned about meeting budgets if the people were givers out of joy in Christ?

4. Read I Peter 5:1-2.  Does God hold elders to a higher standard? Explain why or why not?

5. Read Hebrews 13:17. Are you becoming convinced that God seeks joyful followers? 

a. Why is God concerned about the attitude with which the elders and people of a church      serve?


b. Is God talking about a personality type or something deeper? 


c. How is that a joyful/grateful attitude toward God 
enhances service of others and the ministry of the church?

6.  Have you been taught that if you do anything for personal benefit you have an impure motive?

Let’s end with this--think of what you are doing in the church. Why do you do this? 


Certainly our first thought should be because Christ has


done so much for me--that is our beginning. There is also


good in finding personal satisfaction and joy and benefit.
Stop 14:18

DEC 13

TRUE LOVE: DUTY OR DELIGHT

Start 14:18----WARNING!

1. Read Luke 14:12-14. Last week, we noted that it is not impure for us to do good for others for the reward it brings to us. How do these verses tell us the same truth?

2. What does he mean that love will not happen unless we pursue our joy in God daily?

3. Do we need to give each other permission to be our true selves around each other? Why is it easier to do the “best behavior” approach to our relationship to each other?

4. If we have a particular sin which plagues us, why will duty motivated obedience fail to overcome it?

5. What does he mean by a “superior pleasure” being the path to overcoming our struggles with sin? 

6. What does he mean by “fighting for joy”? How is the joy that God brings not temporary and fleeting? How is the joy of sin temporary and fleeting?

7. Two major points:


a. We cannot be as loving toward others as we should unless we are following God first based on love for Him, not duty toward  Him.


b. We cannot overcome the temptations of the world unless we are following God based on love for Him, not duty toward Him.

DEC 20

SESSION 7

SUFFERING: FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE YOU

start at 1:21

1. Through man tribulations we enter the kingdom. Is that true of you? Is so, how?

2. How is finding your joy and satisfaction in Christ alone related to the surrender to your family and children to the Lord?

3. Someone give us your definition of “God is most glorified in me when I am most satisfied in Him”.

4. Explain how God’s self exaltation can be loving for you.

5. How convinced do you think the average church member is that God is the one thing that can truly satisfy their soul? Give evidence to support your answer.

6. Paul said, “for me to live and to die is gain”. Do you believe he was true to that by the evidence you see in scripture? How?

7. In the privacy of your own thoughts, give yourself a score for your satisfaction in Christ:

     I am ____% satisfied in Christ

     I am satisfied with Christ ____% of the time

     Now, consider that we have said to whatever % we are satisfied in Christ, to that same % He is glorified in us.

8. How is suffering the truest test of whether we are truly satisfied in Christ?

end video 9 minutes

JAN 3

SUFFERING: FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE YOU

start 9 minutes

1. True or False:  It is pretty easy to be a Christian when all is well. 

2. Have you gone a period when you truly questioned whether or not Christianity is real? Comments?

3.  How does Jesus get a lot of glory when we endure with Him through suffering? Could this have been one of the secrets of the rapid expansion and growth of the New Testament church?

4. Read Hebrews 10:32-34. How is the church guilty today of trying to convince people to become a Christian so things will go better? Is this a false gospel?

5. Do we truly think of Jesus as a better possession than:

     our home?

     our family?

     our reputation?

6. Read Hebrews 11:24-26. Is sin pleasurable? How are these pleasures fleeting? The word for fleeting means “only for a little while”. 

7. We have not tried to say that being satisfied in Christ above all others is a one time decision. It is a daily struggle. How so?

stop at 20:50

8. When you think of heaven and its pleasures, what first comes to your mind? 

      We must work and pray to become the kind of people that when we think of heaven the first thing we desire is Christ!

JAN 10

SUFFERING: FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE YOU

START 20:50

1. Read Hebrews 12:1-2.


Jesus, above Paul or Moses or any other Bible example, shows us


how to endure suffering.


I want to pick on the language used here:


 a. lay aside


 b. run with endurance


 c. fixing our eyes

 
What kind of picture do these phrases portray for us?


lay aside = apotithemi, to cast away


run with endurance = trycho hypomone, to make rapid progress 



while being constant/steadfast


fixing our eyes = aphorao, act of turning from one thing and looking



at another

How do these phrases apply to Jesus? What examples can you 

think of from the gospels?

2. What does taking up your cross mean?

3. In what ways is it costly to try and win others for Christ? How can this be suffering? Using Hebrews 12:1-2 as a guide, what are we to do in order to follow the example of Jesus in winning others?

4. It says Jesus was so fixed on His purpose for the “joy set before Him”. What joy? 


Read Ephesians 2:4-7. Do you ever consider that you were part


of the joy for which Jesus was willing to suffer? 


Read I Peter 2:9, Ephesians 1:4-12, Colossians 1:12-14,


I Peter 1:3-5, John 10:14-15

5. Read Hebrews 13:12-13. 

  
“outside the gate” = place of being despised and shame


“come outside” = invitation for us to so treasure Christ that we



are willing to suffer being despised with Him

6. Christ personally chose you to be His child. He suffered for you. He went through shame for you. He gained an incorruptible inheritance for you. You will be the image of His great glory in the eternal ages to come. 


THIS DESERVES DEVOTION AND OBEDIENCE.


THIS MUST BE THE MOTIVATION FOR OUR DEVOTION, OUR


OBEDIENCE, AND OUR ATTEMPTS TO WIN OTHERS!

JAN 17

THE BLAZING CENTER

SUFFERING: FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE YOU

SESSION 8

start begin of session 8

1. Does the death of children due to illness or the death of young people in war cause us difficulty when considering God’s sovereign control of all events?

2. How does faith in God’s control over all events, even suffering, allow us to serve Him while taking risks? 

3. If we find people taking tremendous risks, even life threatening risks, for causes such as patriotism, what do you think inhibits believers in taking risks for God’s kingdom?

4. Which do you believe would more effectively challenge believers to


serve in God’s kingdom?


---Teaching them God wishes their comfort and is working for their


 phsycial well-being


---Teaching them God’s kingdom demands and is worth great


sacrifice


Explain!


Which do you think we mostly do?

5. “God designs suffering to maximize our joy in Him”. 


True or false?


Can we prove this from Scripture?


Read: James 1:12, I Peter 4:12, Acts 5:40-41, John 16:33


Luke 6:22, 14:26, II Corinthians 4:8-10, Hebrews 11:37-40

6. How does God being sovereign over suffering cause some problems to come with this knowledge?

end 15 minutes

THE BLAZING CENTER

SESSION 9

SUFFERING: FOR THE JOY SET BEFORE YOU

START 14:50

1. What kind of God is truly God: one that is not sure what is coming and has to react to it or one who has planned and ordained all things?

   Why does the God who ordains all things scare us? 

2. Read these verses and tell what each says God is sovereign over:


a. Deuteronomy 8:18  ____________________


b. Romans 9:15          ____________________


c. Genesis 6:17          ____________________


d. I Kings 17:2-4         ____________________


e. Acts 17:28
       ____________________


f. Proverbs 16:9         ____________________


g. I Samuel 16:14       ____________________

 
h. Isaiah 46:9-10        ____________________

3. How can God be loving even when allowing us to suffer?

4. Which is more valuable to us: having a happy and healthy life or valuing God’s character and His grace?


Do you mean what you just said?

5. “God planned my dad’s death”. Does that statement upset you?


Perhaps it is easier to say we understand when we see the positive impact bad events have on others, but what if we never see the effect this side of heaven?

6. “To live is Christ and to die is gain”. God is most glorified in me when I am most satisfied in Him. What has this come to me to you personally? How can you grow the fruit of this seed in your heart?

