CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE
INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW

What is our goal?

When we begin a study of finding Jesus in the entire Bible, what are we trying to accomplish? 

When we look at the Scriptures, we tend them to see them through one of two lenses, both of which distort our interpretation:

1. The lens of self interest.  It is our nature to make all of life, including the text of scripture, about our needs and us. We come to the Bible with a view to apply it to our lives, to see how it speaks to us, and to solve our problems.

2. The lens of mysticism. The Bible is a complex book. It was written over thousands of years and tells complicated historical information. It addresses an array of topics: some moral, some emotional, some spiritual, and some practical. When we see the Bible in a mystical sense, we see it as too complex and varied for us to truly understand and grasp its message. We see the Bible as too difficult for understanding except by those with special training or calling. 
In our attempts to find Jesus in the entire Bible, we hope to distill the Bible down to its one central message—the gospel. 

The Centrality of the Gospel

Even though the Bible was written over 1500 years, and is given to us in separate books, the Bible should be read and understood as one story. This story has one author, one focus, and one goal. The author is God, the focus is His Son Jesus, and the goal is to demonstrate the glory of God through the redemption of fallen humanity. The Bible continually tells the story of God’s sovereignty over human history. 

The central figure in all of human history is Jesus Christ. It was His activity in creation (read Colossians 1:16), His presence in incarnation (read John 1:14), the power of His life and deeds (read John 3:2), the atonement of His death (read Ephesians 2:13-16), the new covenant sealed in His resurrection (read Romans 7:4-6), His empowerment of His church (read Ephesians 1:22-23), and the coming submission of all things to His authority (read Revelation 19:11-16) which is the central theme of all the Bible. 

We may say, where is the gospel in what we just reviewed? Jesus is the Gospel. 

God’s Plan for History

If the Bible seems to be a collection of short stories or we find it difficult to follow its theme, we have lost site of the big picture. God has a unified plan for all of human history: read Ephesians 1:10-12, Isaiah 46:9-10, and Galatians 4:4-5. From these verses we learn:

1. Jesus is the central figure in all of history and the one in whom God plans to show His glory to the world.

2. God’s does not view and react, but declares what will be from the beginning.

3. God’s plan for the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus was placed at a particular point in history.

What do these three truths mean to us in our lives as believers today?

CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

The Old Testament looks forward to the central figure of God’s unified plan—Jesus:

1. The Promises of God

The Old Testament looks forward to Jesus by God’s promises of salvation and commitment to His people.

Read II Corinthians 1:20

2. Warnings and Cursing

These point ahead to the bearer of our sins as the atonement for God’s righteous anger toward sin. Eventually, we find Jesus exterminating all sin.

Read II Corinthians 5:21

3. Covenants

God, acting on His own, makes agreements with men. These            agreements are binding obligations. God is completely faithful to all His words, but we are always covenant breakers. God remedies this alienation and brings peace through the reconciliation of Jesus.  

Read Colossians 1:19-20

       4. Offspring
One of God’s covenants was with Abraham. It was a promise to establish an everlasting relationship through offspring. The New Testament genealogies demonstrate that Christ was the fulfillment of this promise by showing Jesus to be a descendant of Abraham and of David.

Read Galatians 3:16

4. Shadows and Types

A type is a special example or symbol God designed to point forward to a later fulfillment. When we read of these “types” in the Old Testament, we should be thinking of Christ, because they were placed there to give a portrait of Him.

a. Animal Sacrifices

b. The Temple

c. Old Testament priests

d. Certain people such as Enoch, Noah, Moses, Joshua, David, Melchizedek, etc. 

WE SEE THAT IT IS JESUS WHO IS THE UNIFYING PERSON OF ALL OF SCRIPTURE. HE IS THE LENS THROUGH WHICH WE CAN MAKE SENSE OF THE BIBLE AND NOT MISS THE TRUE INTERPRETATION!
