CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

CREATION, DESTRUCTION, REDEMPTION

Introduction

Our Lord Jesus knew and used the Old Testament. He once said, “search the scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life, and they testify of me”  John 5:39. Jesus refers to 20 different Old Testament people and quotes from 19 different books. 

The Old Testament begins the process of telling the great story of God’s redemption of His world and of His people. In this story, God creates—beginning with the universe and Earth, walking with particular individuals, to the particular nation of Israel, and then to His church. Each creation is marred and disfigured by man, first by Adam’s sin, then by the tower of Babel, Israel’s continual rebellions, and even today the church is impaired by the weaknesses and failures of men. God is a glorious King and at each point He has a plan of redemption, continually restoring sinful man to Himself, with the promise of an eventual complete restoration in Christ at the end of the age.

The First Promise of Redemption

Right from the start of scripture this pattern of creation, destruction, and redemption is found. God declares Creation “good”. Man seeks His own kingdom and rebels against the creator plunging all of creation into destruction. Just at the end of this story, in the third chapter of Genesis, we find the first mention of God’s story of restoration and the first prophecy of the redeemer.

Read Genesis 3:15. This verse begins the opening act in the drama of God’s story of Christ the redeemer. 

Prophecy of Christ in Genesis 3:15

This one verse tells us specific characteristics of the person of God’s redeemer, characteristics not understood until after thousands of years of human history are passed.

1. The redeemer was to be the “seed of the woman”. 

We find in the genealogy of Luke this emphasis that Jesus was not born of the seed of any man, but of God’s seed placed into the virgin Mary. Luke traces Jesus’ line back to Adam, and calls him the “son of God”. See Luke 3:23-38

This seed of God can be traced through the Old Testament, pointing all readers to the focus of God’s redemptive plan, not any man, but His very own Son. Read Genesis 22:18, 26:4. From Abraham, then to Isaac, and finally God’s seed is promised to the tribe of Judah. Read Revelation 5:5.

The point of the promise should not be misunderstood. God has planned before creation to restore what He knew man would destroy. The plan was God’s, the seed was God’s, and the word of promise was God’s. Salvation has always been and remains “of the Lord”. 

Being the seed of the woman removes the credit and honor for the means of salvation from man and gives it to God. 

2. The redeemer would “bruise your head”.

In the story of God’s redemption, we also find an antagonist, the

enemy of God and the souls of men, Lucifer. God’s purposes and plans are opposed, not only by the sinful flesh of men, but also by a powerful creature who preys upon man’s love for self. Men are caught up in the spiritual drama of the warfare Lucifer makes against the throne of the Most High God, and therefore, against the central figure in God’s plan—the Christ.
The prophecy tells of a serious defeat Lucifer suffers through the woman’s seed.

3. The redeemer would suffer:  “bruise his heel”

God gives evidence of the method of His plan for His seed, born through a woman. He would not ride in, strike down the enemy forces, and be untouched by the conflict. He would endure serious consequences of God’s methods. Bruise means to gash open or to crush. It is much stronger than the English word bruise suggests.

God’s Great Drama of Salvation

As we open the Old Testament and seek to find Jesus in the pages of scripture, we must take a step back, avoid being too caught up in the details of the scenes, or we will lose the central message. When we become so centered in on the actions of men, be they great or small, hero or villain, we lose sight of God’s main message.

The main message of creation is not the fall of Adam and Eve, but the wonder of the God who is willing to create knowing they would choose self over Him, and then choose to redeem instead of condemn. God and His redeemer appear right at the start. God and Jesus are the main characters in the story and God’s central theme of redemption, though found as a tiny thread in the storyline, is the focus of scripture.

Discussion:

How does being focused as a priority on how the scripture applies to us cause us to miss the main point?

Why would God insert a prophecy about Christ so early in Genesis?

What does this insertion of a prophecy about the Christ tell us about God’s main point?

