CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

NUMBERS

THE BRAZEN SERPENT

Introduction

We admit that when looking at many Old Testament passages, we are assuming the fact that the passage is intended to point us to Christ because that is the theological point from which we begin. It is this theological beginning point, which keeps us from going adrift. We are asserting that the main point of the Bible is not man or his problems, but God and His glory. If this is so, it is to God’s glory that His Son, the redeemer is made the central focus of all the words of God in His scriptures. The Bible is primarily revelatory in nature, not therapeutic. 

Even so, we must sometimes read Christ into the text and narratives of the Old Testament, searching to find Him. This is not true of all the Old Testament; however, for there are texts to which Jesus Himself pointed us in our search for Him. This is the case with our text today.

Background

As part of their wanderings in the wilderness, the Israelites came to a stretch of dry, sandy land at the head of the Gulf of Akabah (present day spelling Aqaba). This is a spot on the Sinai Peninsula, near the Red Sea. 

They had just traveled through desert and wilderness up to Mount Hor (where Aaron dies), and through the wilderness of Zin. This is very difficult territory.

See the map below
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Our Text

Read Numbers 21: 4-9.

Questions:

1. What sin(s) did the people commit?

2. What is the result of sin?  Romans 6:23

3. What form did the judgment of God take?

4. What was the first step in redemption?

5. What did the people have to do in order to be saved?

6. What form did the object of salvation take?

7. On what object was the brazen serpent placed?

Read John 3:12-15.  This passage comes at the end of Jesus’ education of a man who was supposedly an expert in the Law of God, a teacher of the scriptures. We noted last week that Jesus tells this man he must be born again of blood and water, pointing to the red heifer and the water containing its ashes.

Jesus tells Nicodemus the true plan of salvation, although He did it in imagery from the Old Testament. We can be certain this story in Numbers 21 is about Jesus—Christ in the Old Testament.

Jesus is the Gospel

1. Every man stands condemned to death because they have rebelled against God and refused His gracious provision and leadership in their life.

2. The curse of God’s judgment abides on every person. This curse is just and right.

3. God has made a plan for salvation from this judgment. It is a strange plan (just like making a bronze serpent was). 

4. This salvation plan has come in the same form as man, incarnate God in flesh. There was only one serpent and there is only one savior.

5. The incarnate God was raised on a pole for the purpose of salvation.

6. All men must do is believe the spoken/written word of God and place their faith in the savior He has provided. Believe and obey.

7. Salvation is not simple healing of the physical wound, but the giving of life. Read Numbers 21:9 again.
MY DEAR FRIEND-- HAVE YOU DONE WHAT JESUS TOLD NICODEMUS MUST BE DONE? HAVE YOU BELIEVED THE WORD OF GOD IN WHAT IT SAYS ABOUT YOUR TRUE CONDITION? HAVE YOU OBEYED THE WORD OF GOD BY TRUSTING IN THE ONLY SAVIOR THAT HAS BEEN PROVIDED?
