CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

TYPES AND PICTURES IN NUMBERS

Introduction

The book of Numbers is named so because it contains several listings and accountings of God’s people. It should have been a book of victories won after God meets with His people and gives them His Law. Instead, it is a book of wanderings and failure to possess all God has promised.

What a sad state and portrait. Redeemed out of bondage, yet failing to live up to the full blessing in Christ.

In spite of this aspect of the book, we still find a faithful Savior in the midst of the people. A great example of this is the arrangement of the Israelite camp around the tabernacle—showing Christ in the midst of His people. This encampment is not random, but with a specific order related to the center of all life, the worship of Christ.

This encampment covers all directions both outward---Christ care and sovereignty over His people, and inward---the centrality of Christ for the heart of His people.
Look at the diagram below. How does this picture the ministry of Christ to His church today?

Trivia: One tribe is missing—which one?

How do you end up with 12 tribes if one is missing?
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Both in camp and on the march, the tabemacle (guarded by the Levites) is avays at the center, as God i atthe heat of the raton
The Jusah group has pride of place n the camp and leads the naton on the march (captlltters designate the lead tibe in each of
the four groups).




	

	

	


Aaron’s Staff

Read Numbers 17: 1-13

Aaron was the High Priest. The people had murmured against him many times. We see him intervening and pleading the case of the people before God during times of judgment (Numbers 16). This story in Numbers 17 shows us some characteristics of Christ.

1.There is only one High Priest acceptable for service before God among all the princes of men.—vs 6-8

2. The true High Priest’s life is characterized by the miraculous—v. 8

3. One day the true High Priest will put an end to all of men’s complaints and rebellion—v. 10

4. Aaron’s rod was kept in the ark of the covenant to be ever in the presence of God, so Jesus is ever in the presence of God for us—Read Hebrews 8:1

5. The blossoms of Aaron’s rod shows the miraculous power needed to change the heart of a man, power which is possessed by Christ.

6. The blossoms were white showing us the purity and holiness of the redeemer.

The Red Heifer of Cleansing

Read Numbers 19:1-10

In the offering of the red heifer, we find Christ.

1. The red heifer was offered before any yoke was placed on it. This shows the youth and fullness of life of Jesus at the time of His death.

2. The red color signifies the blood offered by the Savior, as does the cedarwood and scarlet yarn.

3. The entire animal was offered, nothing was held back from sacrifice just like Christ did all the will of the Father.

4. The ashes were used to cleanse both the sanctuary and the worshiper as Jesus makes holy the temple of His people, the church of God. Read I Corinthians 6:19-20.
5. The cleansing process involved sprinkling water with some of the ash in it over the sinful person. Could it be it was the image of this water to which Christ referred in His discussion with Nicodemus, a man who was supposed to understand the meaning of these rituals? Read John 3:1-14. 
NOTE THAT IN THIS PASSAGE JESUS REFERS TO WASHING OF WATER AND AT THE END TO THE BRAZEN SERPENT. IT IS LIKELY JESUS WAS TELLING NICODEMUS THAT IF HE UNDERSTOOD NUMBERS 19 AND 21, HE WOULD UNDERSTAND THAT THEY SPOKE OF HIM.

We will look at Numbers 21 next week!
