CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

LEVITICUS

WHAT IN THE WORLD IS LEVITICUS ABOUT?

If there is any book in the Bible that is difficult for us to grasp, it is Leviticus. How can we place a book that is a verse-by-verse delineation of the Law of a Holy God into perspective?

Genesis shows the failure and sin of mankind. It speaks of the redeemer showing the grace of God as He acts in individual lives. Exodus tells of God’s redemption, His interaction with a people, and introduces the holy Law of God.  Genesis shows the evil and sin of mankind, Exodus leads us to the holiness of God, and Leviticus follows with a detailed demonstration of the infinite holiness of God which should cause us to wonder how we sinners can commune and worship this Holy God. Leviticus tells us communion with God is utterly impossible unless there is atonement. Therefore, the entire book speaks of Jesus and points to the need for atonement for sins before God. Each sacrifice and offering before God points to the perfect sacrifice to come. 

Leviticus should also tell us of the devastating effects of sin. It is so serious it cannot be pardoned easily. The sacrifice of blood is required.

When we read Leviticus, see the Cross of Christ. 

THE OFFERINGS

The first 7 chapters are occupied with describing 5 kinds of offerings. This pictures the completeness of Christ to atone for all sin. Each has an offering, a priest, and the one bringing the offering. Christ is the offering. Christ is the priest. Christ is the one bringing the offering. 

Christ is the offering---Hebrews 10:10

Christ is the priest---Hebrews 4:14

Christ is the one bringing the offering---Titus 2:11-14

Question: Can anyone tell us where we are in this picture?

The burnt offering---this was offered as a sweet aroma before God, completely burnt as a whole. We see Christ pleasing to God and His perfect life of obedience, His entire being offered to God. This completely burnt offering fulfills the duty of man to obey the Law of God.

The sin offering---the fat of this offering was consumed on the altar being acceptable to God, but the rest was taken outside the camp to show the seriousness of sin before Holy God. Jesus became this offering being acceptable to God, yet taken outside the city to a place of shame.

THE LAWS FOR DAILY LIFE

These chapters show us the great concern God has for the daily lives of His people. God is concerned with our body and soul. No item in the lives of God’s people escape His sovereignty: food, clothing, personhood, family, or national life. 

Question: What comfort is there in seeing God’s detailed concern for the day-to-day lives of His people?

THE LEPER

The words related to lepers show us that sin (uncleanness) excludes us from communion with God. These words also show us the steps for returning to fellowship:

1. We must acknowledge our sin. Repeatedly the leper was to allow himself to be examined by the priest.

2. For cleansing a sacrifice was required. The priest would go to the leper outside the camp. The priest took two sparrows. Christ is our sacrifice, coming outside the camp to remove all obstacles, and the sparrows show this sacrifice is within the reach of even the poorest, only requiring simple faith.

3. The leper could not be content with just this sacrifice, but before returning to the camp, he had to wash himself. Our duty once forgiven is to separate ourselves from all sin, not taking the sacrifice of Jesus for granted.

Question: How does the leper and cleansing demonstrate our duty for true repentance?
