CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

JESUS THE HIGH PRIEST
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THE HIGH PRIEST AND HIS GARMENTS

Read Exodus 28:3-12, 15-21, 29-38

The uppermost holy garment is apron-like and is called the Ephod. On top of the Ephod there is the square breastplate, with twelve precious stones. On the shoulders are two additional precious stones. The blue garment is called the robe, under which the high priest wore a white fine linen woven tunic. On his head is the white fine linen turban. Round the base of the turban is the crown of gold, saying "HOLY TO THE LORD".

The Ephod

This is the colored outer garment. It is made in 4 colors (blue, purple, scarlet, and white linen) that correspond to the tabernacle. These colors show Jesus as the door to the outer court, the door to the inner sanctuary, the entrance into the holy of holies and can be said to correspond to the 4 gospels that tell of the life of the redeemer.

The ephod was interwoven with threads of gold to show the purity and precious value of the Christ.

The Shoulder Stones

On the shoulders of the High Priest were two stones on which each of the 12 tribes of Israel was written. Each time the High Priest went before God, he carried the names of God’s people to the throne.

The Breastplate

12 stones set in gold were on the breastplate. The names of God’s people are carried before the throne near to the heart of the High Priest. 

When he approached the mercy seat, he passed the Golden Lampstand and light would shine on the names of God’s people. He approached the Table of Showbread which corresponded to the names being in a fellowship of life. He came before the Incense Altar bringing God’s people before Him in prayer. The breastplate contained a pocket in which were kept the Urim and Thummin (probably stones). Urim means light and thummin means perfection. So, God’s people were brought before Him to receive wisdom and sanctification.

JESUS IS OUR HIGH PRIEST

I Corinthians 15:3-4. Paul said it was of 1st importance that we focus on Christ and His ministry for us.
Hebrews 1:1-3. Jesus has replaced the Old Covenant having made a new covenant in His blood, being the exact representation of God (no longer veiled in the Holy of Holies), and once and for all made purification for sins.

Hebrews 2:17-18. Jesus is not a High Priest like Aaron. He suffered, was tempted, yet with no blemish or impurity. He qualifies to make a full propitiation. Propitiation is hilaskomai and means to appease or reconcile—to bring together two things alienated from one another.
 Hebrews 4:14-16. Jesus has become our High Priest,
carrying all the names of His children near His heart, making intercession for us before the throne of God, keeping our names before the throne, and pleading for our wisdom and sanctification.

Hebrews 7:23-27. Jesus is the center focus of scripture because He infinitely surpasses all human religions or priests.  He is eternal, so His duty is always fulfilled. He is capable of bringing a sure salvation to His people because His prayers are effective. His sacrifice for His people was complete, perfect, and fully accomplished its purpose. 

Discussion:

1. What do these scriptures about Jesus as our High Priest mean to you as you live each day?

2. Is it possible for Jesus to fail in His duties?

3. Is it possible for His intercession for His people to be ineffective? 

4. If Jesus is bearing us before God asking for us to receive sanctification, will it occur?
