CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

HAGGAI/ZECHARIAH/MALACHI

Introduction

These last three prophets of the Old Testament are grouped because they are the words given to the remnant of Israel that returned from Babylon.  After these words are written, it will be 400 years before the Lord speaks again, and when He does it will be with His final and lasting Word—His Son!

These three books give honor to the sovereignty of God by using the term, “The Lord of Hosts” frequently. The Lord has been sovereign over all the things that happened to Israel, sovereign over every nation on the earth, and sovereign over the heavens and its hosts.

It is believed that Haggai and Zechariah among the first exiles to return with Zerubbabel, with Haggai being an old man and Zechariah being young. 

Haggai

The main message of this book, and one that would certainly be needed as these exiles returned to ruin, was “I am with you, says the Lord of Hosts”. Read Haggai 1:13. 
How is it a comforting message to know God is with His people even in the midst of ruin and problem?

How would this message have helped encourage the people as they started to rebuild the temple?

Haggai offers 4 short prophecies:

1. He attempts to remind the people of their neglect of God’s house, while making their own homes beautiful. It was this neglect of God that led to their judgment in the first place. Haggai 1:4-11
2. He attempts to encourage them as they become discouraged over the work. Haggai 2:1-9
3. He attempts to spur them on in the work by reminding them the work was not complete and they were in service of the Lord. Haggai 2:10-19
The 4th word is a short section found in Haggai 2:20-23. This prophecy is to the governor over Judah, Zerubbabel. He leading the people back from exile, being of royal blood from the line of David, and in rebuilding the temple of worship, this man was a type of Christ. Haggai says he will be a “signet ring”. This is a prophecy about Christ because a signet ring was the express image of its owner. See Hebrews 1:3. There was one coming who was the exact representation of God and the fullness of His glory.

As God’s people today, how are we to look back to Christ as the “signet ring” of God and persevere as He “shakes the heavens and the earth”?

Zechariah

The most famous words from this prophet, a young contemporary of Haggai, are “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the Lord”. Zechariah 4:6

Zechariah offers his prophecy beginning just after the time of discouragement as the people were rebuilding the temple.

This book reports 8 visions:

1. Myrtle tree---outcast, but never forgotten

2. Horns and Smiths---the overthrow of God’s enemies

3. Measuring line---future prosperity of Israel

4. Joshua---Israel cleansed and restored

5. Candlestick---Israel as God’s light-bearer

6. Flying Roll---government of the earth

7. Ephah---wickedness overcome

8. Chariots---forces of righteousness prevail

How mindful are you and I as we struggle in this world of God’s words of promise that His people are never forgotten, they will be cleansed and restored, and the entire world will come under the rule of Jesus as wickedness will be destroyed? Does this make a difference?

Zechariah foretells the Savior more than any other minor prophet. 

1. Zechariah 3:8 = He is called the branch

2. 9:9 = His entry into Jerusalem on a colt

3. 9:16 = He is the good shepherd saving His sheep

4. 13:7 = He is the smitten shepherd with scattered sheep

5. 9:11 = His covenant in blood

6. 11:12-13 = His betrayal for silver

7. 12:10 and 13:1 = His Spirit is poured out and He will return

Zechariah chapter 14 is all about the great Day of the Lord when Christ Himself will return to rule and judge the world. Read Zechariah 14.

Malachi

Malachi means “messenger of the Lord”. He even calls himself this in Malachi 2:7. Malachi prophesies of the forerunner of Christ, John the Baptist, and the Lord Himself in Malachi 3:1. 

One of the amazing things about the message of Malachi is that he speaks of God’s continuing love for Israel, in spite of their continuing sin. We know that even after the return from exile, the people did not remain faithful to God. 

Malachi lived closer to the time of Nehemiah. In our day, Malachi is regularly used for teaching on tithing. Read Malachi 3:10. This teaching was in the context of Malachi rebuking the corruption of the priesthood, having wives involved in idol worship, and priest making alliances with foreigners. Nehemiah confronted these same sins. The context was the sin and abuse of the priestly role. These priests should have been godly leaders and examples, but instead had corrupted the temple worship. Sounds quite similar to the issues Jesus had with the temple priests of His day. 

Unfortunately, each rebuke by the prophet was met with a denial by the people. You can read these in the following verses:
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As we read Malachi, we should ask what is it about ourselves that makes us continue to run to sin even when God’s judgment has come to us. Why do the same sins turn up again in the people? What application to this have to our own lives today?
