CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

JONAH

Introduction

After all this time in the Old Testament, we come to the book of Jonah. There may not be a more famous book than this one. Even unbelievers are familiar with the story of Jonah and the whale, but to emphasize that aspect of this book is to miss the entire lesson it teaches.

Jesus Himself told an audience that the only sign they would receive was the sign of Jonah. Read Matthew 12:39. This statement by our Lord shows us that the Old Testament book of Jonah points to the resurrection of Jesus. Jonah is about so much more than a man and a big fish.

Jonah was a contemporary of the great prophets, Elijah and Elisha. He most likely existed during the reign of Jeroboam II. 

A few background points:

1. The flight of Jonah away from Nineveh was not likely from fear, although the Assyrians were to be feared. It was quite likely hatred for these conquering people or the thought that those outside of Israel were also outside of God’s mercy.

2. The journey Jonah undertook to Tarshish was more dangerous and harder than the journey would have been to Nineveh.

3. Jonah knew the character of God to be merciful and frankly did not want to see the Assyrians come to forgiveness. We should take this and understand the prophets of God to be fully fallible people much like us.

Pictures of the Lord

1. In the storm, we can see God’s complete sovereign control over circumstances, the fate of man, and even the outcome of casting lots. Read Jonah chapter 1
2. Jonah was eventually willing to sacrifice his life, being cast into the deep of the sea (a picture of death). Read John 10:18. Jesus willingly sacrificed His life to save others.
3. The great fish becomes a symbol of the grave. Jonah is there for 3 days and 3 nights. Read Jonah 1:17. Our Lord is in the grave for 3 days. Read Matthew 12:40.
4. Upon the command (word) of the Lord God, Jonah is raised. Read Jonah 2:10. When God said it was time, Jesus came out of the grave. 

5. God has mercy and pity on the children of the great city of Nineveh, who number about 120,000. Read Jonah 4:11. Our Lord Jesus had great compassion and pity for the children and helpless ones.

Jonah and Jesus –Missionaries

Even if he was a reluctant one, Jonah was a missionary and his story is a missionary story. He leaves his home and his familiar surroundings to take the message of a Holy God who demands repentance to a foreign people. These people were considered outside of God’s great mercy and alien to His law. Jonah carries the gospel message of sinfulness before a Holy and Just God to those who had not heard and a great story of belief and repentance occurs. 

Jesus Christ is the greatest missionary. He left his home, He traveled to a foreign land, He told of a Holy and Just God proclaiming that the kingdom was at hand and repentance was the action to take. He carried the gospel message, in His own body, and opened the door of opportunity to a host of people considered outside of God’s mercy, the Gentiles. The greatest missionary story and effort ever imagined was the result of the life and death of Jesus Christ. Countless Gentiles have heard His message and repented, receiving the mercy of God.

How are you like the people of Nineveh?

What if a missionary of some type had never come to you with the message of God’s mercy?

What mission efforts are you involved with and/or supporting?

