CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

AMOS AND OBADIAH

AMOS

Amos is one of the instances where God calls a man to a special task while he still is occupied with his daily occupation. Amos was a shepherd from a region of the highlands of Judah, a place called Tekoa. This rural outpost was 12 miles south of Jerusalem. Amos receives his training as a prophet directly from the Lord. 

The images of Amos are the images gathered from the work of shepherds and agriculture—mountains, wind, wild beasts, fruit, and the sycamore tree. 

Amos actually quotes the prophet Joel. Read Amos 1:2. Both Amos and Joel refer to an earthquake, one so severe that even Zechariah speaks of it 300 years later. Read Amos 8:8 and 9:5. 
The primary fulfillment of Amos’ prophecy was the invasion of the Assyrians. Read Amos 5:27 and 6:14. 

Six of the surrounding nations are judged by God: Damascus (Syria), Gaza (Philistines), Tyrus, Edom, Ammon, and Moab. After pronouncing judgment against foreign nations, Amos does so against Judah. Read Amos 2:4. The whole nation is prophesied against in Amos 3:1-2. 

Amos is like the Lord Jesus in that the people questioned his authority. Like the Lord Jesus, Amos did not come from a prominent family, a prominent city, or hold a high position. As the people of Israel question Amos, you can hear the Pharisees asking Christ from where He gets His authority. Read Matthew 21:23-24. 

Jesus is the Plumbline

The last 3 chapters of Amos show five visions of judgment.---the locusts, the fire, the plumbline, the basket of summer fruit, and the Lord Himself.

Read Amos 7:7-9. The plumbline was the standard of holiness. This was a line neither deviating to the right or left. A line placed in the midst of the people to measure them. This line is the perfect and holy life of Jesus. He is the standard of perfection required to avoid the judgment and wrath of a holy Lord God. All who wish to see God on the basis of their own merit must measure themselves against this perfectly straight and never deviating standard. This is why all humans fail. We can never be perfectly righteous. Only the Lord is a true measure of holy living.

Jesus is the Hope of Restoration

Read Amos 9:11-15. Whenever we read of redemption and restoration, we must read into the lines the Christ. God has a plan to restore saved humanity to Himself. This plan is through His Son. 

Jesus is the line of David restored. He is the one worthy to take up the throne. He will rebuild the cities of God’s people who will inhabit the dwellings of God’s enemies, represented in these verses by Edom.

OBADIAH

For us to understand the message of Obadiah, we must return to the first book of the Bible, Genesis. It is here we read of Esau despising his birthright. He honors the flesh more than his Godly inheritance and chooses self satisfaction over God’s design. This is the portrait of all those who are enemies of God. 

Esau leaves the land of Jacob’s promise and settles in a land between the gulf of Akaba and the Dead Sea. This land is a land of red sandstone and Mount Seir. Its capital, Petra, was carved into rock set in an inaccessible mountain ridge. The kingdom of Edom was considered impossible to conquer because of its height and safety. This is the land of Esau, the Edomites, and a picture of the enemies of God.

Against these people, Obadiah is called to prophecy. Obadiah’s very name is set against the Edomite enemies of God, meaning “a worshipper of Jehovah”. 

The destruction of Edom is foretold and then Obadiah sets a strong contrast by telling of deliverance for God’s people. 

Obadiah is only 1 page, so read it all.

Here is the metaphor:

1. Edom is set against the people of God as the world is set against the church.

2. Edom is prideful as the enemies of God are full of pride, while God’s people are to be humble.

3. Edom considers itself indestructible with their “nest set among the stars”. So the people who reject God consider themselves above His will.

4. Edom came under God’s judgment and wrath, as will all those who reject the Lord.

5. Edom looted and killed and stole from the people of God—Jacob.

6. God people find a savior, who is Christ the Lord. He restores the people and gives them the possessions of God’s enemies. Read verses 19-21. 
