CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

TYPES OF CHRIST IN GENESIS

INTRODUCTION

When we look at types of Christ found in the Bible, it is an area for discernment. Colossians tells us Christ is the very image of God, head of all creation, authority over the church, and is to have preeminence over all things; therefore, no one represents Christ fully or even approaches His perfections. A type is an example of one aspect of the coming Messiah. We can see something about the Christ in the Old Testament type, but only a shadow. 
We will not attempt to list all the possible types of Christ in Genesis.

Melchizedek

Soon after Abraham is called, we find Lot, his nephew, captured and carried away from Sodom after it was overtaken in a war. Abraham hears of this and takes some men to go and free Lot. Abraham is successful and upon his return from freeing Lot, we read of his encounter with Melchizedek. Read Genesis 14:16-20.

The name Melchizedek means “King of Righteousness”

He is the king of Salem, which means “King of Peace”

He was called the “Priest of the Most High God”

He confirms the covenant God had made with Abraham and gives glory to God while blessing Abraham.

Abraham pays a tithe to Melchizedek.

Only in Christ are the titles of King and High Priest united in one person.

Some believe this mysterious Melchizedek was a pre-incarnation visit by Christ—in the Genesis story he leaves just before the King of Sodom visits Abraham.

Read Psalm 110. This is a Messianic psalm and establishes the Messiah as the King of Israel in verses 1-3, and a new order of High Priest in verses 4-6. 

Read Hebrews 5:1-6. Here we find Jesus established as the High Priest, both King and Priest, after the order of Melchizedek.

In Melchizedek we see an early picture of Christ Jesus as King over the Israel of God and as High Priest. Jesus rules over God’s kingdom and serves to bring the needs of its people before God. Abraham represents all God’s people, receiving the blessing of God through a covenant of promise, and giving back to God as a steward of His possessions.

The Offering of Isaac

Read Genesis 22:1-13

Verse 2






Type

Take your son (the heir)
God speaks to us through His Son, the heir of all things (Hebrews 1:2)

Your only son
John 3:16, God’s only Son

Whom you love
Isaiah 42:1 which is quoted of Jesus in Matthew 12:18

Go to Moriah
II Chronicles 3:1 tells us the place of sacrifice and worship was built on Moriah

Offer a burnt offering
Hebrews 10:5-10 tells us Christ is the final burnt offering

Verse 4

Abraham saw the place far off
The giving of this final sacrifice was foretold long before Christ appeared

Verse 6

Isaac carries his own sacrifice wood
Jesus carried His own cross

Verses 7-8

It is a lamb provided by God that is sacrificed
John 1:29, Revelation 13:8

Verse 10

A father stretches his hand to his own son
Isaiah 53:4

Joseph

If you read the details of the story of Joseph’s life in Genesis 37-50, we 

find Joseph is:

1. Loved by his father

2. Sold at the price of a slave—Jesus betrayed for 30 pieces of silver

3. Taking on the role of a servant in Potiphar’s house—Philippians 2 tells us Jesus humbled Himself as a man

4. Resisted temptation—Jesus was tempted and never sinned

5. Condemned though innocent

6. Bound

7. Exalted to be a prince—Christ has been seated at the right hand of God

8. Saving His people by giving the bread of life to them

Noah’s Ark

Read Genesis 6:13-22

The ark was God’s plan, not man’s

Romans 3:24-25

The ark was made exactly
John 6:69, John 17:8, Galatians 4:4, John 10:17
The ark was a place of safety


Hebrews 6:17-18

The ark bore the judgment of God

I Peter 2:24

The ark had to be entered by the door
John 10:9

In the very first book of the Bible, written by the inspiration of the Spirit through Moses 1500 years before Christ, we find the portrait of the coming Messiah. 



