CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

HOSEA AND JOEL

Background and Introduction

The Jews classified all 12 of the Minor Prophets as one book. They cover the time period of 870-440 B.C., which of course does overlap with the Major Prophets. All of the books of the Old Testament were completed about 400 years before Jesus’ birth. We have the rise and fall of the Davidic empire and then 400 years of silence before the birth of the Savior. 

To help in understanding these smaller books, they can be organized around their relationship to the larger prophetic books:

1. Isaiah = Hosea, Amos, and Micah

2. Jeremiah = Obadiah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah

3. Ezekiel = Joel, Jonah, and Nahum

4. Daniel = Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

The prophecies in these 12 books present one view. The kingdom of David is torn apart and ends in ruin. God always has a believing remnant of His people, and these are seen as the faithful among the captives return to rebuild the temple, but even more so, as the prophecies given indicate a future restoration of David’s throne with God’s people reigning over a new earth. This is the final and ultimate grace of God toward mankind and is to the praise of His glory and honor. We must see Jesus Christ as the center and as the ultimate fulfillment of prophecy to understand them.

Hosea

A contemporary of Isaiah, who prophesied for 65-70 years. His message was to the Northern Kingdom of Israel before the fall to the Assyrians. This Northern Kingdom is variably addressed as Samaria, Jacob, or Ephraim. During the time of Hosea, the condition of Israel was one of idolatry, injustice, drunkenness, and idol festivals. Read Hosea 1:1-2.

It is amazing and a testimony to the character of our Lord that while the people had fallen completely into idolatry within 100 years of the beginning of David’s reign, God still speaks of His willingness to forgive.

In this, we should immediately see the life of Christ. After thousands of years of human misery caused by rebellion against God’s reign and chasing after false Gods (the ultimate false God being self), God sends His Son into human history as an act of mercy and grace! How is this demonstrated in the events of Israel and the writings of Hosea?

Read of the love of God in Hosea 2:14-20. What metaphor or image is used here?
The Messiah is found in Hosea. In I Peter 2:10 and Romans 11:25-26, both Peter and Paul tell us the prophecy of Hosea 1:10 was fulfilled in Jesus. 

Hosea 3:4-5 speaks of God’s people being without a ruler, but one day returning to God and having David as their king again. This prophecy is speaking of the Lord Jesus, who traced His ancestry back to King David through Joseph.

The resurrection of Jesus is found in Hosea. Read Hosea 6:2. 

A direct prophecy about the earthly life of Jesus is found in Hosea 11:1, which tells us that Jesus spent some time in Egypt. This prophecy finds its fulfillment in Matthew 2:15. 

Our ransom was purchased with a great price paid by Jesus, and this is found in the word ransom being used in Hosea 13:14. 

Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol? Shall I redeem them from Death? O Death, where are your plagues? O  Sheol, where is your sting?  Compassion is hidden from my eyes.

Joel

Joel is perhaps best known for the prophetic picture of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. Read Joel 2:32 and 3:18. These verses tell us of a great blessing coming from Jerusalem. Now read Joel 2:28. 
This prophecy has been fulfilled with the church having its origin in Jerusalem and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The judgment of God against sin is seen in two images. The first is locusts. Locusts represent total destruction. A swarm would wipe out all crops within days. In chapter 2 of Joel, the severe destruction is described as these locusts take over the land because of the sin and rebellion of Israel. The end result of sin is death and total destruction. 

The second image is the painting of a day to come of judgment called the “Day of the Lord”. Read Joel 2:1, 15-17. This day of the Lord is a welcome blessing to the faithful and forgiven people of God, but is a terrible plague on those who hate God.

The call of Joel from both of these images is a call for fasting and repentance. As Hosea tells us, God is merciful and willing to forgive, but Joel warns us He is also holy and just.

The Church of Christ

Joel paints a picture of the church Jesus bought for Himself. The church is laid waste by many foes and plagues. There seems to be famine and drought and loss of fruit. The call for the church is to return to the merciful Father with repentance. Repentance should begin with the leaders, elders, and teachers. Repentance is met with an outpouring of freshness and life from the Holy Spirit. The plagues are removed and fruitfulness returns. Multitudes will be brought into the valley of decision (as in chapter 3 of Joel).

What is causing a lack of fruit in our lives today? In what ways have we turned from the Lord and are experiencing the locusts? What would true repentance look like in the church? 
