CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

DANIEL

INTRODUCTION

The poetic books can be difficult to properly interpret and apply. Of all of the rest of scripture, the books of Daniel and Revelation join those books as most difficult.  

Daniel is able to keep himself faithful to the Lord in the midst of exile and great corruption surrounding him in a pagan court. Through no choice of his own, he was in great difficulty. This fact should give us comfort and faith in the providence of God as we travel through this world sometimes suffering even though innocent. The Lord is in control and able to comfort us, protect us, and keep us true.

DANIEL AS EXAMPLE FOR US

We can use Daniel as a great example, not to dutifully try to live up, but as hope that there is a God who can do amazing things through us.

1. Daniel was gifted---so are we gifted by the Spirit to accomplish exactly what God desires for us in His Body. Do you know your gifts? If so, are you using them in the family of God?

2. Daniel was beloved---so are we loved by our God. 
3. Daniel was a man of prayer---so we are to call on our God. One true evidence of belief in God is trust in the power of our prayers before Him. Prayer was a habit for Daniel. Is it habitual for us?

THE BOOK OF DANIEL AS ENCOURAGEMENT FOR HIS PEOPLE

The basic message of the first 6 chapters of Daniel is that God is sovereign over great world powers. We see this in God’s care for the 3 Hebrew children, the manifestation of the dream of Nebuchadnezzar (proving the great king could not stop God’s will), the judgment of God on Nebuchadnezzar himself, the writing on the wall in judgment against Belshazzar, and the deliverance of Daniel from the den of lions. 

We take for granted the meaning of the word, sovereign. The book of Daniel demonstrates the full range of God’s powerful control and the inevitable accomplishment of God’s will. It is demonstrated from the individual care of His children to the events which turn the fate of nations and kingdoms. 

Does the knowledge of God’s sovereignty bring comfort or fear for you? In what way should it bring both?

CHRIST IN DANIEL

As soon as these 6 chapters of narrative are done, the book moves into revelation and visions. The very first vision is where we find Christ Himself. Chapter 7 begins with a vision of 4 great beasts. Then we find these verses:

13 “I saw in the night visions, and  behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.
14  And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed”

Here we find once again the theme of God’s power and sovereignty. Great and mighty kingdoms may arise (the 4 beasts), but it is the Son of God who will rule and reign over all in the end. The Father gives to His Son the dominion which is everlasting.

THE WORDS OF JESUS

Our Lord directly quotes the book of Daniel. Read Matthew 24:14,15, 30, Luke 21:24, and Matthew 26:63,64. Jesus offended the religious Jew by claiming the prophecies of Daniel spoke of His own deity. He applied the prophecy about the Son of Man coming in the clouds to Himself. 

13 “I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him.

We should take the words of Jesus Christ confirming the vision of Daniel written about 500 years before His life as proof of the supernatural nature of the Word and as assurance of God’s complete rule and reign over the events of history and our individual lives.

