CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

EZEKIEL

Introduction

As the Lord made Jeremiah a prophet in Judah during the last years of its kingdom, God put Ezekiel as a prophet to those same people once they were in Babylon. God told Ezekiel, [4] And he said to me, “Son of man, go to the house of Israel and speak with my words to them. [5]For you are not sent to a people of foreign speech and a hard language, but to the house of Israel—[8] Behold, I have made your face as hard as their faces, and your forehead as hard as their foreheads. [9] Like emery harder than flint have I made your forehead. Fear them not, nor be dismayed at their looks, for they are a rebellious house”.
I don’t think we would often consider having a forehead hard a good trait, but it is a good trait for those who wish to remain faithful to the proclamation of the Word of God in a sinful and hostile world.

The book may be divided into 3 parts:

1. Chapters 1-2---God’s Word against Israel

2. Chapters 25-32---God’s Word against Surrounding Nations

3. Chapters 33-48---God’s Word regarding Israel’s Restoration

Ezekiel’s major purposes are to comfort the captives, strengthen them against the idolatry in which they live, and inspire them with the prospect of a glorious future.

1. How is it comforting to have a God who gives mercy even in the midst of our deserved judgment?

2. In spite of our sinful nature and constant idolatry (not giving God first place 24/7 is idolatry), God wishes to strengthen and comfort us. What does this fact make you think of God?

3. Even though we can be too heavenly minded for any earthly good, isn’t it a necessity that we remember our glorification to come?

Motivation for the Followers of God

The vision of the 4 creatures in the first chapter of this book could be interpreted in different ways, but we can apply some aspects of this vision for those who wish to follow God. Read Ezekiel 1: 2-28.

1. Followers of God should always be at his disposal. Note how the creatures went everyone straight forward wherever the Spirit went. Their immediate will was to follow the Spirit of God wherever He led.

2. Followers of God must be committed. These creatures not only went with the Spirit, but they did so without turning in any other direction. They were unswerving in their following.

3. Followers of God are the highest forms of God’s creatures. The lion might be the strongest, the ox the most persevering, and the eagle the highest soaring. The highest form of humanity is that given to God’s service and filled with His Spirit.

4. Followers of God attempt to exercise God’s will perfectly. I am not speaking of perfectionism here, but the intent of the heart and the aim of our devotion. These creatures moved as one, rapidly, adjusting to every flow of the Spirit. Perfect execution of God’s desires. We should aim to live excellent lives in the service of the Great King.

Visions of Jesus

In the very first chapter of Ezekiel, we can find the Lord Jesus. Read Ezekiel 1:26-27. Surely the “likeness with a human appearance” who was shining like sapphire is the Lord Jesus on His throne.

This vision of Christ which happened on the banks of the Chebar river corresponds to the vision of Christ by the apostle John on the island of Patmos. In fact, over 80 points of correlation between Ezekiel and Revelations may be found. 

Both Books Have:

1. a throne like sapphire

2. one on the throne with the likeness of a man

3. a rainbow

4. the crystal vision of the purity of God’s people

5. burning lamps of the Spirit of God

6. four living creatures

7. sounds as of many waters

8. a scroll which was to be eaten

The vision of Christ sitting on His throne should set us free for service. Explain how this should be true!

The Temple of God

The last 9 chapters of the book show us Ezekiel’s vision of the temple of God. This vision has never been fulfilled, so this vision still should stand as motivation for believers today. There will be a new temple, a new division of the land, a future glory. This temple has the very presence of God in all His glory, which enters by the eastern gate. A river of blessing issues out from the sanctuary. 

These portraits of our assured and guaranteed future are portraits of fulfillment, satisfaction, and blessing. These are the certainties purchased for us as adopted children of the Lord.

If our future is a certainty, how can you and I spend these days being rivers of blessings for God to others?
