CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

JEREMIAH

INTRODUCTION

Jeremiah is a prophet in whom we find characteristics of our Lord. He was chosen for his task before his birth. His heart was stung by the judgment he knew was coming and that he had to proclaim. Sensitivity and kindness marked his ministry, yet he was rejected by his people, accused of treason, and abused by several episodes of imprisonment. As Jesus enduring multiple abuses during his illegal trial, Jeremiah was placed in stocks, carried off into Egypt, and lowered by ropes into a dungeon. 

We find the faithfulness of Christ to His mission in the life of Jeremiah, who remained true to his message, delivering it faithfully for over 40 years.

Jeremiah prophesied in the last years of Judah, 18 years during the reign of Josiah, and then during the last 4 kings before the capture of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.

A striking parallel between this prophet and Jesus is found in chapter 26. Jeremiah is told to give a message from God to the temple court. The priests are so full of hate, they threaten him, “And when Jeremiah had finished speaking all that the Lord had commanded him to speak to all the people, then the priests and the prophets and all the people laid hold of him, saying, “You shall die!” Jeremiah remains true to God’s message, speaking the full word of the Lord, and tells them they can do what they wish with him, but it will cause innocent blood to be spilled. This is like Jesus—true to speak all the word His father had given to Him and allowing His innocent blood to be poured out by hostile men.

A TYPE OF CHRIST

Jesus was called the return of the prophet, Jeremiah, due to His sorrowful and broken heart—Matthew 16:14. Jeremiah and Jesus both wept over the people. Jeremiah compared himself to a lamb offered for slaughter—a picture of Christ—Jeremiah 11:19. 
PICTURES OF THE MESSIAH

Jeremiah is not as full of messianic portraits as Isaiah, but we find Christ as a Fountain of Living Water in Jeremiah 2:13. He is seen as the Great Physician in Jeremiah 8:22. Other glimpses are:

1. The Good Shepherd—Jeremiah 31:10 and 23:4

2. The Righteous Branch---Jeremiah 23:5

3. The Great King---Jeremiah 30:9

4. The Redeemer---Jeremiah 50:34

5. Our Righteousness---Jeremiah 23:6

In his days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

The “Lord our Righteousness” is a name for God, Jehovah Tsidkenu

The New Covenant written in the blood of Christ is seen in the book of Jeremiah. God promises a new covenant with the house of Judah in Jeremiah 31:31-37. The writings in the New Testament ascribe this promise to the spiritual Jews of the future in Romans 11:26-27 and Hebrews 8:8,13. The spiritual nature of God’s kingdom is illustrated in these verses and returns us back to Jeremiah. Now, the true tribe of God is made up of Spirit indwelled believers with the law of God written on their hearts.

MY WORD IS FIRE

Jeremiah gave stern messages to the people while showing his humanity. He seems compelled to speak God’s word and is mocked and defamed for doing so. He was certain of the commission of God on his life. Surely, this is exactly like the Lord Jesus. He spoke all the words of God to the people. For this, Jesus was hated. Read John 15: 15-24. The word to Jeremiah was like afire burning in his bones. Jesus was said to have the very words of life. John 6:68. Peter spoke these words to Jesus after His harsh teaching caused many to leave Him. Jesus gave the words of the Father to His followers and trusted the Father for results. Read John 17:6-13. 

LAMENTATIONS

Jeremiah wrote of his sorrow in the book of Lamentations and in this book we find pictures of Christ at Calvary:

1:12—passers by look on the one afflicted by God

2:15-16---they clap their hands and wag their head

3:8—he feels his prayers are shut out of heaven

3:14---he is a derision to the people

3:30---he offers his cheek to those who strike him

