CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

ISAIAH PART I

Introduction

The book of Isaiah seems to stand out from all other prophetic books. Isaiah has been called “the evangelical prophet” because the message of salvation so clearly is seen in the text. 

The book can be divided into three sections. 

Part One = Chapters 1-35

a. 1-12 = Judgment addressed to Judah and Jerusalem

b. 13-23 = Judgment on hostile nations to Judah

c. 24-35 = Judgment on the world including Samaria and Judah

Part Two = Chapters 36-39

a. 36-37 = Assyrian invasion

b. 38-39 = Babylonian captivity

Part Three = Chapters 40-66

a. 40-48 = Comfort

b. 49-57 = The Messiah as the Servant of God

c. 58-66 = Promise of Glory

This last section can be seen as 27 chapters of a poem about the Messiah. 3 books of 9 chapters each make up the poem. Chapter 53 is the center of this poem. Read Isaiah 53:4-7. At the very center of this poem about the Messiah stands the cross and His work of redemption.

The gospel message is found throughout Isaiah with 3 central themes:

1. An overwhelming sense of God’s holiness.

2. A pervading sense of sin and God’s judgment.

3. A clear vision of Christ and salvation.

The Holy One of Israel

This divine title is found in Isaiah and in only a few other places (Psalms 3 times, Jeremiah 2 times, II Kings once). In Isaiah, this title is found 23 times. 

Let’s find examples of this title of God and His Messiah:

1. Isaiah 5:19-24

2. Isaiah 12:6

3. Isaiah 30:11-15

4. Isaiah 48:17

5. Isaiah 54:5

6. Isaiah 60:14

Questions: How are God’s holiness and His judgment related?

What significance is there to the same title, “Holy One of Israel”, being given to God and to the Messiah?

Note-The book of Isaiah was written some 600 years before Christ

The Messiah of Promise

Judgment is seen in Isaiah, but just as the curses listed in Genesis chapter 3 are accompanied by the first prophecy of Christ, the judgments of God in Isaiah are given with some of the clearest verses about Jesus.

Read Isaiah 7:14-15 and 9:6-7.

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the  virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;  and the government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting  Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace  there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it  with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.
Let’s make a list of the things these verses tell us about Jesus:

1. He is identified with the human race. “unto _____ a child is born, unto ______ a son is given”. Jesus’ favorite title for Himself was the son of man.

2. He is of the family of King David. “on the ___________ of David”

3. His birth will be supernatural. “the ____________will conceive”

4. He is divine in nature. “call his name __________________”

5. He brings immeasurable blessings. “his name shall be called _______________, ___________________, ______________ ____________, ____________________ _________________, ________________ __ __________________.

6. He comes from the will and purposes of the Father. “The __________ of the ________________ of hosts will do this”

Again, these words were spoken by the Holy Spirit and written by the prophet 600 years before the promise was fulfilled. 

Comments:

How is identification with the human race a qualification for our savior?

Why it is important that he sit on the throne of David?

What immeasurable blessings do you find in Christ?

