CHRIST IN THE SONG OF SOLOMON

Introduction

We must begin any look at the Song of Solomon by recognition that this is a difficult book for interpretation and application.  It joins Daniel and Revelation as a difficult book for study, but for a different reason. Daniel and Revelation are prophetic, so the difficulty lies in application of passages to events having not yet happened, and doing so with a faithful attendance to the original meaning.

Song of Solomon is not prophetic, but poetic. It is personal and intimate. How should the book be applied to us today—in our marriages?, as a picture of Christ and His bride?, as a poem simply relating the truth about human relationships?

Having been written by Solomon, it is in contrast to Ecclesiastes. The Song, being written in Solomon’s youth, while Ecclesiastes was written in his later life. Ecclesiastes is highly reflective and philosophical, while the Song is highly personal. 

Most have seen the book as an allegory with Christ in His role, not as a priest or prophet or king, but as the bridegroom. Some have seen the book as a literal picture of marriage, with elements that may portray Christ and His church (see the article attached). 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Printer/Song-of-Solomon-PF.html
Those who see the picture as Jesus with the church point out this is a frequent theme in scripture, beginning with Adam/Eve, Ruth/Boaz, God calling Israel His bride (see Hosea in particular), and in some of the epistles where the church is said to be a pure bride presented to the Son.

We will simply point out the portraits we can find of our Lord Jesus in the book.

Intimacy with Christ

Read Song of Solomon 1:1-4. In these verses, we can see the desire the church must have for intimacy with the Lord Jesus.

1. The Shulamite wants to know the King intimately.

2. The desire is not just for friendship.

3. The desire is to be drawn to Him and run with Him.

4. Read Ephesians 3:19
How do these verses relate to the desire every believer should have to go beyond just belief in Christ? What kind of relationship with Christ is the goal? What kind of relationship with Christ do you presently have?

The Church’s Self Esteem

Read Song of Solomon 1:5-8. In these verses, we find the Shulamite not feeling worthy of the love of the King. Note how she describes herself:

1. Black. What does this imply about her feeling of worth? What does the color black imply?

2. The Vineyard. What kind of work was done in the vineyard---esteemed or lowly? The vineyard was a picture of labor due to duty and obligation.

When we find ourselves unworthy and dirty before the King, how does it help to realize that He is already attracted to His people? How is it inappropriate for us to carry out our work in the Lord’s vineyard under duty and obligation, when He has already looked upon us with favor? What should our motivation for working be?

Selected Verses

1. 2:2---Christ prefers His people, the church above all things.

How does this make church a special place?

What does this imply about the interactions of the church and the world?

2. 3:11---All those who are of the elect recognize Christ in His glorious crown of divinity.

3. 4:8---Christ will call His loved ones from the corners of the world.

4. 5:1---The garden is the Kingdom of Christ where He prepares a banquet for His people.

5. 6:1---When the called hear the excellencies of Christ preached they desire to find Him.

6. 7:1---The beauty of the church is described.

Do you see the church as beautiful? 

7. 7:12---Those who truly belong to God will produce fruit.

8. 8:6---The church’s desire for the King is described in passionate and loving terms.

What degree of allegiance, love, and devotion to Christ do you feel? Could it be described as passionate?

9. 8:13---Christ dwells with His church and they hear His voice.

Is there a New Testament passage this verse brings to your mind?

2:14---I saved this verse for last because it speaks of hiding. 
Is there a distance between you and the Savior because of sin? Here is the invitation He gives to all His children, “let me see your face”. 

THE CHURCH IS PRECIOUS TO CHRIST. HE DESIRES EACH MEMBER OF THE FLOCK. HE DOES NOT DESIRE DISTANCE AND SHAME. COME SHOW HIM YOUR FACE AND RESTORE THE RELATIONSHIP.

