CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

ECCLESIASTES

INTRODUCTION

It has been said that the book of Ecclesiastes is a sermon that gives testimony of the truth of Christ’s words spoken to the Samaritan woman at the well, “everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again” (John 4:13). The expression “under the sun” is used 28 times, but nowhere else in the Bible. The word “vanity” occurs 37 times.

We can find the absolute truth that all satisfaction found under the sun in this world is only vanity and only our Lord Jesus Christ gives the water that truly satisfies the soul of man.

Exclude Christ and all things eventually prove vanity and cause turmoil. This truth is tested as a long line of things (knowledge, possessions, the world’s beauty, and work) are examined and found to be insufficient for joy.

SOLOMON

The book of I Kings shows us the extent of Solomon and His worldly grandeur. He obtained more wealth than any man, understood things because of his great intellectual abilities, established a kingdom free from worldly conflicts admired by other nations, and indulged in all the sensual pleasures of this life. He was never idle, working to extend the kingdom through diplomacy and building cities, fortifications, and eventually the great temple. 

We find his testimony in Ecclesiastes to where all of this leads man as he testifies in Ecclesiastes that it is futility. Read Ecclesiastes 1:2-8. 

At the end of the sermon, we find the one great, eternal truth that joy and satisfaction are found, not in the world, but in the one who made the world, Jesus Christ. Read Ecclesiastes 12:13-14.

Question—Why is it easy for us to acknowledge satisfaction is only found in Christ and then seek for satisfaction in the world?

What things can we do to live in the truth of Christ as our joy and satisfaction?

How did Christ Jesus demonstrate the proper focus of those who would seek joy and satisfaction for their lives? What is that focus?

In what ways was Christ Jesus like Solomon?

In what ways was He different?

ECCLESIASTES 2 VERSUS ROMANS 8

Eccl 2





Romans 8

I is used 36 times




Refers to the Trinity 37 times

Self focus = hating life and work

Christ focus = joy and peace

Read Eccl 2:15-20




Read Romans 8:26-28

Read Eccl 2: 24-25



Read Romans 8:9-13

Read Eccl 2:4-9




Read Romans 8:16-25

These words demonstrate that a self focused existence results only in failure. When our lives are focused on Christ, we find rest and satisfaction.

CHRIST THE DELIVERER

Read Ecclesiastes 9:14-15. 

A little city = the world, a tiny place in the universe, which God has given to men

A great king against it = Christ called Satan “the prince of this world” and he blinds the eyes of men and darkens their hearts

A poor, wise man = Jesus our Lord who owned nothing of this world, but was full of the wisdom of God. Despised and rejected by man. By the wisdom of the cross has delivered the world

No man remembered that man = Jesus is not honored and accepted by the majority of the world

A WARNING TO HEED

Read Ecclesiastes 12:1a. This verse serves as a warning for us to heed. Our tendency is to ignore the calls of God while we live and enjoy the pleasures of the world in our youth, thinking one day to deal with our souls before the end. This is a warning that this self-pleasure life leads to futility and that we must spread the truth of Christ Jesus to our children. We must make every effort to speak of our Lord to children while they are soft, and before the seductions of the world pull their attention away.

Question—Where is your focus day by day? Is it using the time you have while your children are young to speak often of Christ? 

