CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

PROVERBS

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of Proverbs is found in 1:3-4. We can make a list from these verses of what the author was attempting to teach:

1. for instruction in wisdom

2. for instruction in righteousness

3. for instruction in justice

4. for instruction in equity

5. to give wisdom to the simple

6. to give discretion to the youth

All of these teachings are within the context of the “fear of the Lord”. This fear is an active awareness of accountability to the Lord for life. This fear of the Lord is stated to be the very beginning of wisdom (1:7). 

THE MEANING OF WISDOM

Wisdom is held in high esteem in Proverbs. As we read the book, we can get a sense that this wisdom is not just a character trait. Wisdom is contained in a person—Jesus Christ!
Look at the way Proverbs 2 describes wisdom:

1. We seek for wisdom as a treasure. (verse 4) Jesus is the treasure of highest value. Read Matthew 13:44. 

2. Finding wisdom means finding knowledge of God (verse 5)

Jesus said seeing Him meant seeing God. Read John 14:9.

3. Wisdom comes into the heart and gives joy to the soul (verse 10) We receive Christ from our heart and have joy in our salvation. 
We can see Jesus Christ in Proverbs when we consider the qualities that wisdom brings and find those in Christ. 
THE IMPERATIVE OF WISDOM AND THE GOSPEL

The book of Proverbs sets before its readers two paths: the path of wisdom and the path of folly. We are encouraged to choose wisdom. 

The gospel sets before men two roads, a narrow road which leads to life and a broad road which leads to destruction. We engage in eternal folly when we choose any path other than Christ. The wise man builds his house upon the rock of Christ, while the foolish man builds his house upon the shifting sands of the world.

JESUS AND WISDOM

We find Jesus our Lord in Proverbs as we consider wisdom. In His earthly ministry, Jesus proved Himself to be a man of wisdom. We find Jesus interacting with the teachers of the Law early in His life. Read Luke 2:41-50. Jesus proved Himself to be a wise teacher, using stories, parables, everyday items as object lessons, and repetitive teaching to train His disciples. In fact, the Greek word parable (parabole), is a translation of the Hebrew word for proverb (masal). 

Many say Proverbs 8, which speaks of wisdom in a personified form, is directly about Christ. Read Proverbs 8: 22, 27-28. This is dangerous territory because it would make Christ a created being instead of equal to the Creator. An ancient heresy that was eventually condemned by the church used this very text and teaching to support their view that God created Jesus and Jesus’ essence was not the same as the Father’s. This heresy was called Arianism and was condemned by the Nicene Council in the 4th century. This condemnation of Arianism and affirmation of the Trinity led to the confession of the Nicene Creed. The Nicene creed affirms the trinity as the proper scriptural teaching. 

The last way we can find Christ in Proverbs is that Jesus promises, based on His resurrection power, wisdom to all who seek it from Him. Read Luke 21:15 and James 1:5. 
Question—How can seeing Christ Jesus in the admonitions of Proverbs to seek wisdom aid us in study and application of the book of Proverbs?

How does seeking to live out the teachings of Proverbs aid us in living like Christ?

Does anyone have a favorite Proverb they would like to share with us?

The Nicene Creed

The Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds; God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things were made.

Who, for us men and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate; He suffered and was buried; and the third day He rose again, according to the Scriptures; and ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of the Father; and He shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead; whose kingdom shall have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of Life; who proceeds from the Father and the Son; who with the Father and the Son together is worshipped and glorified; who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
