CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

PSALM I

INTRODUCTION

The Psalms are words of praise, even though some of them reflect great distress. 

Question—How is it of faith to praise God even when distressed?

All of the Psalms end with trust in God, with the exception of Psalm 88. 

The Psalms connect praise with worship, showing us the essence of worship is devotion and obedience to God. The Psalms demonstrate this devotion to God is to all people as it covers kings to ordinary citizens and to all labors seen in prisoners, sailors, exiles, sick, poor, and suffering. It is for the sinner as they speak of forgiveness and for the saint as they speak of communion with God. The scope of Psalms covers every work of God’s creation.

Spurgeon wrote 2.3 million words about the Psalms in his “The Treasury of David”. 

Christ in the Psalms

1. The Good Shepherd—Psalm 23, 77:20, 95:7, 100:3, 119:176

Read Psalm 78:70-72  (David as a type of Christ) and 80:1.

2. The Rock of Ages—Psalm 27:5, 40:2, 28:1, 71:3, 42:9, 62:2-7

Read Psalm 31:1-5 and 61:1-4

3. The Light—Psalm 118:27, 43:3

Read Psalm 27:1-5

The Kinsman-Redeemer in the Psalms

Martin Luther called some of the Psalms “Pauline Psalms” because they taught justification by faith. Remember, the story of salvation is progressively revealed through the Bible, but the method has always been faith in the promises of God. 

We saw the role of a kinsman-redeemer in Ruth. This person was under lawful obligation to redeem loss due to death. We find this person in the Psalms

Read Psalm 69:16-19. The status of widow and orphan was a shameful position of distress and daily need. This Psalm is a cry for a redeemer to come and save the Psalmist who was in a position of distress.

Read Psalm 72:12-14. 


Question—What kind of person does the Lord have pity on?


What does this tell us is the first step in being redeemed?


Note the needy one who is answered is the one who calls.

Read Psalm 77:14-15. 


Note the redeemed are called the children of Jacob. 


Read Romans 9:6-16. 


Jacob should not have been the one of promise. Esau was the


firstborn and the rightful heir. God has chosen to bring mercy

and favor upon the undeserving and saves them as a kinsman-redeemer. 

Question—When God provides His kinsman-redeemer to the helpless does He do so out of duty or love, obligation or mercy?

Messianic Psalms

Of all the references in the New Testament to the Messiah, one half are from the Psalms. 

Psalm 2

This Psalm gives us the special titles given to the coming Messiah.

The Anointed of the Lord—verse 2

The King of Zion—verse 6

The Son of God—verse 7

The Lord of all the Earth—verses 8-9

The Only Source of Reconciliation—verses 10-12

Verses 1-2 were fulfilled at the crucifixion when the heathen, Pilate and Herod, along with the ruling Sanhedrin banded together against Christ.

Verse 6 is fulfilled as Christ is given the High Priest title due to His perfect sacrificial and atoning death. 

Verse 7 is fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ as He became declared the Son by His resurrection power.

Verse 8 is fulfilled as the Kingdom of Christ is extended from Jerusalem to Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the world.

Verse 12 is fulfilled when Christ returns in glory and judgment and all who see Him bow down and confess Him as the Lord. 
