CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

ESTHER AND JOB

Background

Esther’s basic message is the providence and faithfulness of God toward His people. Esther never mentions the name of God, yet He is seen throughout. This is despite the fact that the circumstances of Esther came about because of their sinfulness.

Question—what does it mean in your life that God does not abandon His people even when they sin against Him?

Job is very ancient. It belongs to the poetic section of scripture. Alfred Tennyson called the book of Job, “the greatest poem whether of ancient or modern literature”.

The book of Job should give us a startling contrast between the portrait of mankind painted by evolution and scripture. Evolution teaches that ancient man was hardly able to communicate and possessed no written language. Job is said to be the oldest book in existence, is set in early patriarchal times, and demonstrates a wide sweep of knowledge, scientific accuracy, and beautiful language.

Esther

The Royal King—we have a very difficult time grasping the Biblical picture of sovereignty because we have always only known individualism and independence. The power and absolute rule of the king is a picture of God’s absolute rule over the world. Read Esther 1:3-8, 19-22. Note that the focus of honor was on the King. The king prescribed even the manner of drinking, and his edict affected every one.

The golden scepter—Read Esther 5:1-4. We can bring all our petitions before our Savior. We will not be refused an audience because of Christ our sacrifice. We have abundant access to our King in prayer at any time.

Thou are coming to a King

Large petitions with thee bring

For His grace and power are such

None can ever ask too much

The willing sacrifice of Esther—It is here we find the example of our Lord Jesus in the book of Esther. She was in her place at the right time, a time of the rule of a great power over God’s people. God’s people were under threat of loss of life. Esther was willing to face death to save the people. 


Christ was brought into the world during the iron reign of Rome over Israel. He did lay down His life for us and just when it seemed all was lost, He brought redemption. The verdict of death had been rendered, but Christ saved His people. 

Read Esther 3:13-15, 4:13-17, 7:3-6

Question—what encouragement is there that the King is extending His scepter to you?

Job

Suffering—this book deals with the mystery (to our minds) of suffering. This is true most of all when we witness suffering in those we consider good or innocent. Here are some facts we can learn about human suffering from Job:

1. All suffering is not God’s special judgment against personal sin. This was the error Job’s friends made, but God spoke of Job’s righteous life. Read Job 4:7 and 1:8. 

2. God has a purpose for suffering on an individual level. Job’s suffering was for his character. Read Job 32:2, 33:26-28

3. God’s purpose in suffering extends to the witnesses in the heavenlies as God proclaims His wisdom and glory to them through earthly events. Read Ephesians 3:10

Job as a type of Christ


The entire message of the book of Job can be seen as a plea before God for mediation and the mediator is Christ alone. A lesson from Job is that true blessing can come through suffering and no one suffered more than our Lord Jesus. 

1. The redeemer is noted in Job 19:25-27. 

2. A mediator is requested in Job 9:33 and 33:23. 

3. Christ is the one who identifies with our suffering. Read Hebrews 2:14-18, 4:15.

4. Christ answers all of Satan’s accusation against us. Read Romans 8:32-34. 

Question—In Job, we once again find Christ our redeemer in the earliest message of scripture. What does this tell us about the message of the Bible and our study of it? 

What comfort is there in knowing Christ identifies with all our suffering and answers all the enemy’s accusations against us? 
