CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

NEHEMIAH

Background

The key of the book of Nehemiah is the word, restoration. This book reminds us as God’s people that for His work to go forward in the world, our hearts must be in right relationship to Him. The book begins with confession by Nehemiah—read Nehemiah 1:4-7. 

Restoration in God’s kingdom begins with confession of sin because we are in a constant state of falling short of the glory of God in this world.

Any attempt by God’s people for restoration to God will be met with spiritual opposition. Our enemy desires our continuance in weakened, ineffective, and backslidden condition before our God. This is seen as the descendants of the Samaritans mocked, fought against, and conspired against Nehemiah and the builders. (This record is found in several places in Nehemiah).

An Unexpected Place to Find Christ

Read Nehemiah 7:6, 63-65. The seventh chapter is a register of those who came from Babylon. Keeping their lineage was very important to the Jew, and critical for those in the priesthood. We see some in verse 63 and 64 whose records were apparently lost. They were not allowed to serve until a priest was found “with Urim and Thummin”. 

Here we find a picture of our Lord in His role as our High Priest. Read Exodus 28:30. The High Priest carried two items next to his heart as he went before God to bear the sins of the people. Urim means light and thummim means perfections. When two nouns occur together they are to be seen as an adjective describing an emphatic absolute. Therefore, we see the character of Christ in the form of “perfect light”. It is believed that these two items, which were likely stones, helped God show His will to His servants. Christ, our High Priest, bears us near to His heart as He approaches the throne for us, always praying God’s will for us.

Ezra as a Type of Christ

Read Nehemiah 8: 1-9. In Ezra we see a type of our Lord Jesus.

1. Ezra brought the word of God before the people and explained it to them. Read John 17: 6-8 and Luke 24:31-32. Jesus opened the words of God to His people.

2. Ezra blessed God and inspired praise of God in the people. Surely we can see our Lord in this characteristic. 

 
Read Ephesians 1:5-12. 
3. Ezra’s teaching caused the people to realize their sinfulness before God. Read Luke 5:3-8. Christ’s life and actions caused people to see their sinfulness before God.

Nehemiah’s Zeal for the Temple of God

Read Nehemiah 13:1-9. This story tells us that when the word of God was opened and read, after years of neglect, it was found that God has written into the Law that no Ammonite should be included in the worship of the Lord because of their sin in trying to hire Balaam to curse the people of God. (you can find this story in Numbers 22)

Nehemiah finds that one of the priest, Eliashib, had made an alliance with an Ammonite named Tobiah, and had given him a prominent place in the temple. Nehemiah’s allegiance to the Law of God causes him to cast Tobiah out and cleansed the temple.

Now read Psalm 69:9 and John 2:13-17. 

Jesus the Rock of Foundation

Read Nehemiah 2:11-18. How are we to try and restore, reform, or revitalize the church once it is in a state of brokenness? 

Question—Would you say the present day church is similar to the walls of Jerusalem when Nehemiah went there to rebuild? Why or why not?

What do you already know from the passages we looked at above that Nehemiah and Ezra felt was essential to restoring the people to God?

Verse 18 tells us the builders put their hands to “the good work”. Read I Corinthians 3:10-11 and Ephesians 2:20-21. How can we know if we are building on the foundation of Jesus Christ?

Christ is the cornerstone, meaning of primary importance. Ephesians also mentions the foundation of the apostles and prophets. Where can we find the teaching of the apostles and prophets?

Again, how are we to try and restore the church?
