CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

KINGS

Introduction

As we come to the books of Kings, we need to exercise discernment. Solomon is a major focus here and certainly represents Christ, but in his humanity had many failures. Solomon is the king who reigns over God’s people during a time of great peace and prosperity. His great wisdom shows us Jesus “in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”. A common phrase used to describe Solomon was “Solomon in all His glory”, a foreshadow of Jesus Christ. We cannot allow the human failings of king Solomon to detract from the unfailing king, Jesus. 

Solomon’s peaceful reign was the result of the victories and battles king David had won. This is how it is for the people of God who enter in to the final peace and rest of God because of the great victory King Jesus has won for us.

Psalm 72

Let’s read this Psalm. This Psalm is titled a Psalm for Solomon. Here we find the glory of the ruler over God’s kingdom, our Lord Jesus. 

Judges with righteousness

Saves the children of the needy

Breaks the oppressor into pieces

The righteous flourish under His rule

His dominion is over all the earth

His redeems His people who are precious in His sight

His name endures forever

Elijah and Elisha

When we read of these two great prophets, we should think of John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus. Jesus referenced John the Baptist as being like Elijah. Read Matthew 11:10-14.

Elisha’s ministry was one of blessing and healing, just as Christ.

II Kings 2:9—Elisha had a double portion of God’s Spirit

II Kings 3:14-24—Elisha delivers God’s people

II Kings 4:1-7—Elisha provides for the needs of the widow

II Kings 4:32-37—Elisha raises a dead son

II Kings 5:6-10—Elisha heals a leper

II Kings 13:20-21—Elisha’s death provided resurrection life 

The Assurance of God’s Sovereignty

Let’s read this story of Elisha’s ability to see and trust in God’s plan.

II Kings 6:8-18. 

Now read these passages relating to Jesus. 

John 12:27-33—Jesus could see beyond the natural world and was sure of God’s purpose for Him

John 18: 1-6—Jesus knew all things that would occur and His power over the men who came to arrest Him was easily demonstrated.

Does Jesus have our Heart?

Read this story—II Kings 10:11-17

Background: This story is about Jehu, anointed King over Israel by Elisha. 

(4.) King of Israel, the son of Jehoshaphat (2Ki 9:2), and grandson of Nimshi. The story of his exaltation to the throne is deeply interesting. During the progress of a war against the Syrians, who were becoming more and more troublesome to Israel, in a battle at Ramoth-gilead Jehoram, the king of Israel, had been wounded; and leaving his army there, had returned to Jezreel, whither his ally, Ahaziah, king of Judah, had also gone on a visit of sympathy with him (2Ki 8:28,29). The commanders, being left in charge of the conduct of the war, met in council; and while engaged in their deliberations, a messenger from Elisha appeared in the camp, and taking Jehu from the council, led him into a secret chamber, and there anointed him king over Israel, and immediately retired and disappeared (2Ki 9:5,6). On being interrogated by his companions as to the object of this mysterious visitor, he informed them of what had been done, when immediately, with the utmost enthusiasm, they blew their trumpets and proclaimed him king (2Ki 9:11-14). He then with a chosen band set forth with all speed to Jezreel, where, with his own hand, he slew Jehoram, shooting him through the heart with an arrow (9:24). The king of Judah, when trying to escape, was fatally wounded by one of Jehu's soldiers at Beth-gan. On entering the city, Jehu commanded the eunchs of the royal palace to cast down Jezebel into the street, where her mangled body was trodden under foot by the horses. Jehu was now master of Jezreel, whence he communicated with the persons in authority in Samaria the capital, commanding them to appear before him on the morrow with the heads of all the royal princes of Samaria. Accordingly on the morrow seventy heads were piled up in two heaps at his gate. At "the shearing-house" (2Ki 10:12-14) other forty-two connected with the house of Ahab were put to death (2Ki 10:14). As Jehu rode on toward Samaria, he met Jehonadab (q.v.), whom he took into his chariot, and they entered the capital together. By a cunning stratagem he cut off all the worshippers of Baal found in Samaria (2Ki 10:19-25), and destroyed the temple of the idol (2Ki 10:27).

In our story, King Jehu is consumed with a zeal for God and the purity of God’s people.

Question—How is this like Jesus and what example from Jesus’ life can you think of that demonstrated zeal for God and purity for His people?

How is the question Jehu asked of Jehonadab in verse 15 like Jesus to us?

WHEN CHRIST COMES AND FINDS US TOILING IN LIFE, HE ASKS HIS PEOPLE—DO YOU LOVE ME, IS YOUR HEART RIGHT TOWARD ME—AND WHEN IT IS FOUND TO BE SO, HE LIFTS US UP INTO HIS CHARIOT, SEATING US WITH HIM IN HEAVENLY PLACES. 
