CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

I AND II SAMUEL

Introduction

In the Hebrew, the books of I and II Samuel, I and II Kings, and I and II Chronicles are covering similar material, and each are one book (3 instead of 6 books). Chronicles covers the same period as Kings, although it only covers it from a perspective of royalty and deals with the tribe of Judah. This is consistent with our Christ in all of Scripture theme, since the redeemer was to come from the line of Judah. 

In Judges, we find unfaithfulness to God finally culminating in the people calling for a king to lead them. This call is realized in I Samuel. A quote from A. M. Hodgkin is relevant here: “When God’s children are afraid of being different from the world around them they lose their power of testimony for Him”. 

It is in these books of the kings, I Samuel through II Chronicles, we find the rise of the great prophets of God. 

Samuel, Saul, and David are the three central figures in the books of Samuel.

A Parental Aside

Being saved, knowing God, and being his messenger do not ensure our children becoming God followers. In I and II Samuel, we find three men who were used by God, yet failed to rule their own homes and lost their children to the world.

Eli—read I Samuel 2:12-17

Samuel—read I Samuel 8:1-3

David—we know the rebellion of Absalom, Solomon’s wanderings into pagan marriages, and Amnon’s rape of Tamar

We must be diligent to rule our households well for the sake of the Lord, His kingdom, and our children.

Samuel’s Name

Samuel is a picture of our Lord. His name means “offspring of God”. He was given up to the service of God completely by his mother, even leaving her to live in the temple. Read I Samuel 1:26-28. The word for lent in verse 28 is shaal and meant to give up completely. Like Samuel, Jesus was completely given to doing the work of the Father. Read Luke 2:46-49.

Question—Why would Hannah pray for a child when she was barren and then be satisfied to rarely see him again once he was taken to the temple?

There is also a resemblance between Hannah and Mary in the words they spoke before God. The both see a vision of the redeemer. Read I Samuel 2:1-10 and Luke 1:46-55. 

Question—How does the praise of Hannah over Samuel’s birth compare with the praise of Mary over the birth of Jesus?

The Lord of Hosts

We have said that the Bible is a progressive revelation of God’s plan for a redeemer. In this title, we find a new revelation of the nature of this redeemer. The title Angel of the Lord is found in the Pentateuch, but now we find a new title, The Lord of Hosts. This title shows up for the first time here in I Samuel and is then repeated 281 times through the rest of the Old Testament. 

Let’s compare this title as a title given to Christ:

1. Isaiah 6:1-10 and John 1:37-43

2. Isaiah 8:13-14 and I Peter 2:5-8.

Question—How do these verses serve to inspire confidence in us about the identity of Christ and the reliability of the Word?

The Shepherd King

David was both a shepherd and a king. He is a type of our savior. 

In Psalm 23, a portrait is painted of Christ our great shepherd. 

Read Psalm 23.

Our great shepherd:

1. Leads us through deep gorges of danger.

2. Guards us with his staff from threats.

3. Risks his own life to protect the sheep.

4. Tends the sheepfold and guards its entrance.

Imagery from A. M. Hodgkin: “The eastern sheep-fold is an enclosure, open to heaven, with a small place of shelter at the back, and enclosed with a rough, stone wall. At one corner there is a tiny doorway, but every shepherd is himself the door. He sleeps in the doorway to guard the sheep every night. He stands in the doorway as they come home every evening, and examines each sheep. He has a bowl of water when they are thirsty, a bowl of oil for the wounded, anointing those whose heads are bruised. 

There is a trinity of the Great Shepherd in the Psalms:

1. The Good Shepherd in His death = Psalm 22, John 11
2. The Great Shepherd in His resurrection = Psalm 23, Hebrews 13

3. The Chief Shepherd in His glory = Psalm 24, I Peter 5

David’s Mighty Men

Read I Samuel 22:2.

We can certainly see ourselves in these men. Criminals, exiled, escaped outlaws, fleeing convicts. Under David’s leadership they become transformed into the brave. Certainly, we can see our Lord, as they said of him, “he receives sinners”. The gospel transforms us into mighty men of valor for our King.
