CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

THE BOOK OF RUTH

Introduction

Out of the darkness of the time of the Judges, God gives us the record of grace in the story of Ruth. At all times, in the world, God has kept for Himself a people. In the midst of failure and idolatry of Judges, God shows there were people who feared Him. 

This is the case with the family of Elimelech, whose name means, “My God is King”. Read Ruth 1:1-2. There was a famine; so severe it affected Bethlehem, which meant “house of bread”. Perhaps we could say Elimelech failed by leaving God’s land for a pagan land or perhaps we could say God used Elimelech to take His name, “MY GOD IS KING”, into the land of Moab. These answers are difficult to ascertain, but we know God uses all things for the good of those called according to His purpose.

In these first two verses of the book we find our Lord Jesus Christ:

1. The name of Elimelech meaning “My God is King”.

2. Elimelech and his family were of Bethlehem, the city of Jesus’ birth.

3. Bethlehem was of the tribe of Judah and Jesus was descended from this tribe and called the Lion of the tribe of Judah. 

In spite of Elimelech’s desire to save his family, we know that God’s people should never incorporate themselves into pagan culture, and this is what happens to this family. His sons marry pagan women. Read Ruth 1: 3-5. 
Naomi hears that God has blessed their homeland with a return of harvest and she desires to return. Her desire is to set her two daughters-in-law free to pursue their own lives. One of them does, but Ruth wishes to remain with Naomi. Read 1:11-18.

The Kinsman-Redeemer

Once the ladies reach Bethlehem, we find the character of Boaz.  Boaz is a man of great wealth, being the owner of many fields and a man of great courtesy and grace in his behavior. Surely we can see the face of our Lord Jesus in this man. Christ, the owner of all things, possessor of the wealth of heaven, acting in kindness and compassion toward those whom he rules over with absolute authority. Read Ruth 2:1-9.

Kinsman-Redeemer in the Bible is established in the Law (see Leviticus 25:25-31 and Deuteronomy 25:5-10) and is the word goel in the Hebrew. This person has the duty to continue the life and inheritance of a relative through the remaining family once they were deceased. It was a means of supplying the needs of widows and orphans and was connected to the land inheritance. 

We find out that Boaz was a relative, but not the closest one. Read Ruth 3:7-13. The closer relative only wishes to redeem the land, but not take Ruth as a wife. Boaz then keeps His promise to Ruth and Naomi to redeem 
We are the bride of Christ and when we come and seek redemption, He will do all He has promised. Every word God speaks in His scriptures in promise to His church will be fulfilled. We are what Jesus Christ says we are—worthy saints, adopted children, heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, more than conquerors, seated in the heavenlies, etc. 

When I don’t measure up to much in this life

Oh, I’m a treasure in the arms of Christ –Sanctus Real from the song “Forgiven”

The Royal Line and Prophecy
We see that Boaz takes Ruth and they bear a son. Naomi becomes the nurse to this son. This son is Obed, who is father of Jesse, the father of King David. 

Naomi, Ruth, and Boaz have their names written down as ancestors to the King, but more so as ancestors to the true redeemer, Jesus Christ. 

Read Matthew 1:2-6 and Luke 3:23-32.

The prophecy of scripture is made within the risks of human choices and behavior, yet it as certain as the sun’s rising and setting. Of Noah’s sons, Shem is chosen, of Abraham’s sons Isaac, of Jacob’s 12 sons, Judah is chosen,  and the promise continues through Elimelech, his move to Moab, his death, the death of his heirs, and then back to Bethlehem and Boaz, the kinsman redeemer. World events, human choices, death, circumstances, and threats of this life are not obstacle for our God, who will accomplish all He has written in His Word. 

Our Union with Christ

The union of Ruth and Boaz is a picture of the church and Christ. When we find ourselves in the midst of unfaithfulness and idolatry, even within God’s people, our only remedy is to seek a closer union with Christ. We must place our faith and trust in Him. He will redeem all He has promised. Our Victory is in Him and our Rest is in Him.

Questions:

1. Are there any other parallels between Ruth and us you wish to share with our class?

2. What do we mean by gaining a closer union with Christ in the midst of unfaithfulness?

3. Boaz instructed Ruth to stay close to his workers in the field for protection. How is this a portrait of Christ and His church?
