CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

JUDGES

Introduction

The book of Judges could be said to record the darkest days of God’s people, Israel. It is shocking to see how rapidly they declined in their fidelity to God after entering the Promised Land. We have already noted we are true spiritual Israel as God’s children today. This book should serve as a stern warning for us to watch over the condition of our hearts.

Read Judges 2:11-23. The chapters that follow record a pattern of failure/sin and then deliverance 7 times. It is educational to note that God uses the surrounding, unbelieving nations to judge Israel and uses only those from within Israel to deliver and restore them. The unbelieving world can serve to oppress and persecute God’s people, but the methods of the world never deliver the church.

Sin in the lives of God’s people angers Him and brings His chastisement upon us. 

The Deliverers

In each of the 7 failures, a deliverer appears. These deliverers were Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah/Barak, Gideon, Jephthah, and Samson.

Each of these foreshadows the great deliverer to come, Jesus Christ. The book of Judges gives us a picture of the lawless condition of man’s heart when Jesus is not reigning. Read Judges 17:6 and 21:25. Two times it is recorded there was no King (Christ did not rule) and each person sought after his or her own welfare. 

1. Deborah---Deborah was a prophetess whom God used to encourage and inspire and support the man Barak to defeat the enemy oppressing God’s people. Read Judges 4:4-16. Jesus inspires, encourages, and supports as Savior.
2. Gideon---Gideon was supported and encouraged by various signs given by God. The cake of barley bread, the poorest of all food, fell into the camp of Midian and overthrew their tent. Read Judges 7:12-15. Christ, our all powerful and generous Lord, uses the poorest of people among us. 
3. Samson---The story of Samson is very familiar to us. In Samson, we should see our continual need for Christ and absolute devotion to Him. When we attempt to tamper with the world, our strength in service to our Savior is lost and our testimony for Him is ineffective.
The Angel of the Covenant

In Judges, the angel of the covenant, Our Lord Himself, appeared three times to His people. Read Judges 2:1-4. Jesus is the absolute covenant keeper. Read Judges 6:11-14. Jesus chooses the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. His support and strength renders His people invincible. Read I Corinthians 1:27 and Romans 8:31.

Read Judges 13:2-7. The Lord Jesus Christ brings water to dryness, fruitfulness to barrenness, and hope to hopelessness. He is the source and power of all goodness in His Creation. When it seems the end has come and there is no way, Jesus has His plan. 

Our Fall from Christ

It is our duty and hope, as the people of God, to be devoted to Him and to possess the inheritance of being in Christ. The pattern of failure of old Israel should be of value for us. 

1. Failure to drive out the Canaanites. The first step in falling from our inheritance in Christ is compromising with the world culture which is opposed to the kingdom of Christ. The Israelites allowed the Canaanites to live among them. We are called to full devotion to Christ, 
Read I Corinthians 7:23, and we must choose full obedience to Him.

2. They intermarried with the lost. Allowing the Canaanites to stay eventually led to relationships, incorporation of them into the lifestyles of God’s people, and marriage. Read II Corinthians 6:14-17. Read Jude 17-21. Marriage in this context is not simply a family relationship, but represents close and personal relationships which bind people to one another. We are to keep ourselves first for the love of Christ, guarding the closeness of our relationships with the lost.

4. Became drawn into their idolatry. It is easy to see the progression here—failing to drive them out, becoming entangled in close relationships with them, which leads to giving up of worship of Christ for worship of false gods. Read Colossians 3: 1-9. 
It is important we learn the lessons of the book of Judges. We have a great Savior, the Angel of the Lord, enabler, supporter, encourager, covenant keeper, deliverer. We cannot trade allegiance and devotion to Him in order to get along in the world. We must recognize the danger the world’s system represents to our place in Christ.
