CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

HISTORICAL BOOKS

JOSHUA

Introduction

We now leave the Pentateuch and enter the historical books. We have seen that Moses, being the very embodiment of the Law, could not lead the people of God into the Promised land. The Law cannot bring us into the blessing of the Gospel. Read Galatians 5:1-3. The gospel far outshines the Law. Only Christ Jesus can bring the freedom of salvation to God’s people and in this book, we see Joshua, a type of Christ.

The name, Joshua, means Jehovah is salvation. This is in direct agreement with the angel’s instruction to Mary to call her son Jesus, the New Testament equivalent of Joshua.

The Land

It is certainly true to see the Promised land as the future for every present day believer, but as in the truth and tension of the New Testament teaching of “already, but not yet”, the Promised land is every bit a picture of what each one found “in Christ’ already possesses. 

1. A Land of Plenty—Read Deuteronomy 8:8-9 and Philippians 4:19.

2. A Land of Living Water—Read Deuteronomy 8:7 and John 7:38.
3. A Land of Victory—Read Deuteronomy 11:25 and Romans 8:35-37.
Our promised rest is still to come; true, but the Bible also tells us we are already in possession of this rest by being in Christ.

“there is a more spiritual and excellent sabbath remaining for the people of God than that into which Joshua led the Jews (v. 6-9), and this rest remaining, [1.] A rest of grace, and comfort, and holiness, in the gospel state. This is the rest wherewith the Lord Jesus, our Joshua, causes weary souls and awakened consciences to rest, and this is the refreshing.”

(from Matthew Henrys commentary on Hebrews 4:9)

This is not to state that the “already” position of our being in Christ is the completed state. The book of Ephesians is the New Testament counterpart of Joshua. Ephesians clearly tells us of our position in Christ. Read Ephesians 1:3-12. It also warns us of the great spiritual warfare we will experience, just like the battles the Israelites had to endure. Read Ephesians 6:10-18.

Question—If we are the people of God heading into our Promised land, what does the faithfulness of God in the battles of the Israelites teach us about how Christ will be faithful to us now?

Is victory a hope or a certainty?

Crossing the Jordan River

Read Joshua 3:3-17. In the Ark of the Covenant, we see our Lord Jesus.

1. The ark was holy—a separation was between it and the people.(v.4)
2. The ark was to be followed—the people were to follow the path the ark took.(v.4)

3. In following the ark, the people were to “sanctify” themselves.  This is a representation of Christ followers’ need to come apart from the world and common things.(v.5)

4. The ark causes God’s people to glorify Him in the sight of the world. (v.7)

5. The ark passed down into the water of death (the Jordan was at its highest flood stage at this time), overcoming the water, and providing safe passage for God’s people. (v. 15) Read Romans 6:11. 
The Captain of the Lord’s Host

Read Joshua 5:13-15. This Captain comes to Joshua as he was seeking God, as Christ is our mediator before God. Joshua fell down to worship Him and He accepted the worship, just as Christ accepted worship when He was in the world. Read Matthew 14:33 and John 9:38. This captain’s presence rendered the ground a holy place, just as Moses had been instructed to take off his sandals before the burning bush, which pictured the incarnation of Christ.

Question—When we see a mighty task and feel the weight of it heavy on upon us, what should this picture of Christ as the Captain of the Lord’s Host inspire in us?

Abiding in Christ Jesus

Just as surely as the land had been given as a possession to Israel, they had to possess it. This taking their inheritance was difficult, filled with battles.

We have been given “all spiritual blessings” in Christ. This is a great truth, that all things are ours in Him. Just like Israel, we as true spiritual Israel today, with difficulty and battle we must take possession of what Christ has bought. I want us to look into the New Testament and make a list of the things we must do to take possession of our spiritual blessings in Christ:

Read John 15: 4. We must _________________ in Christ.

Read Romans 15:30. We must ____________________.

Read Colossians 2:6-8. We must ___________in Him, be established in our _________________, abounding in __________________________, and _________________ no one takes us captive by human ideas and deceit.

Read II Peter 1:5-7. We must make effort to ___________________.

Read Philippians 4:1. We must ______________________________.
Question—How are these things much like taking the Promised land for the Israelites?

