 CHRIST IN ALL OF SCRIPTURE

THEMES OF CHRIST IN DEUTERONOMY

In the book of Deuteronomy, Moses rehearses the wanderings and disobedience of Israel. This book restates the Law of God. By the time we reach this book, the Law has been given for 40 years and we find Moses at the close of his life.

Moses represents the Law. He ruled over the people. Read Matthew 17:1-9. Here we see Jesus meeting with the two representatives of the Law and the Prophets, both of which testify to Him in word in the Old Testament writings and now in person on this mountain. The Law testifies of Jesus Christ in the tabernacle, priesthood, and worship rituals. The moral laws speak of the holiness of the life of Christ. The Law speaks to the duty of all men to obey the Christ. 

Moses demonstrates depiction of the Law in this truth-- the Law cannot take you into the promised land of salvation. As great as Moses was, it was an act, a single act, of disobedience that kept him from entering into the land of promise. The land of promise is salvation and if one wishes to enter it on the basis of the Law, he must not commit a single sin. Read Numbers 20:1-12. Just like Moses, to enter into the land of promise on the basis of Law means to sanctify the Lord faithfully every second of life.

Moses as a Type of Christ

Moses was prophet, who met with God, and whom God dealt with directly as a representative of the people. 


Christ is our prophet, who meets directly with God for us.

Moses ruled over God’s people administering God’s reign over them.


Christ rules over His church leading His bride to follow God.

Moses was a humble leader who patiently led the people.


Christ loves His people and patiently leads them home.

Moses was a humble and meek man. Read Numbers 12:3


Christ was meek, mild, and humble in service. 


Read Isaiah 42:3

Other similarities:

1. Moses was delivered from a violent death in infancy in Egypt. Jesus was taken into Egypt to escape the edict of Herod.

2. Moses was silent for years of training coming out of the wilderness to lead. We know nothing of Jesus from youth to adulthood and His ministry begins after a wilderness temptation.

3. Moses was willing to forsake a palace for the people of God. Jesus was willing to leave heaven.

4. Moses served as a mediator between God and man, as Jesus does.

5. Moses’ word was law because it was God’s word. Read Deuteronomy 4:2. Jesus spoke exactly as God directed. Read John 17: 8a.
The Coming Messiah

Read Deuteronomy 18:15, 18. These verses foreshadow the ministry of Jesus Christ in His role as Prophet, Priest, and King. 

Prophet—we have already outlined the things in Moses’ life that were a type of Christ.

Priest—we know Moses and Aaron, his brother, were members of the priestly tribe of Levi. They show us a picture of Jesus as our High Priest. 

Read Hebrews 2:17 (hear the similar language as that found in Deut 18:15?)

King—in the book of Deuteronomy, we find a command for any desire for a King to come from among God’s people. Read Deuteronomy 17:14-15

Questions:

1. Read John 12:48-50. How did the people reject the word of God from Moses as the people rejected the word of God from Christ?

2. What warning is this to us about how we are to accept the word of God in scripture?

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:4-5. These verses also demonstrate to us a picture of Christ in the Trinity. Verse 4 repeats the name of God three times and verse 5 calls on us to love Him in a Trinitarian manner (heart, soul, and mind)

For Homework:

How do the cities of Refuge mentioned in Deuteronomy 4:41 and 19:2 picture the Christ for us?
